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OFFICE HOURS
8:30 AM-5:00 PM, M-Th
8:30-Noon, F

Rev. Brian Early, Senior Pastor

John E. Baker, Associate Pastor

Dave Charlson, Director
Y outh Ministries

Becky Pyles, Director
Children’s Ministries

Director of
Church Administration
Frank Hoffman

Elder Board
Rick Gill
Frank Hoffman
Wally Howard
Don Megrath
Joel Pyles
Ron Taylor

Men's February 17-18, 2005

Where: Camp Kuratli at Trestle Glen

RETREAT (near Boring, Oregon)

e Special speaker: Bill Clem, Director of

; Convergence for CB Northwest
and a Church Planter in Washing-
ton State.

Enjoy the great Camp Kuratli facilities
with extra free time. An indoor basket-
ball/volleyball court isavailable, along
with table pool, ping pong, and foos-
ball options for sports.

Register by the end of January. See the registration table in Tucker Hall at

GFBC on the next several Sundays for further details

A timeto celebrate what God did in our midst this past year
A timeto look forward in joyful anticipation to
what He has planned for usin 2006

For the potluck dinner, everyone please bring a
main dish, plus
Last name starting A-M, please bring a salad
Last name starting N-Z, please bring a dessert

All-church Potluck
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Dear Church Family,

As most of you know, | am administra-
tively-minded. | like a sense of order and
organization. Every thing has a place and
everything should bein its place. When |
say this, most of us think of our home, our
work environment, even our car (did you
know that studies show that you cantell a
lot about a person by looking at how
he/she keeps the trunk of their car!!?).

During my seasons of receiving immuno-
therapy for the prevention of the reoccur-
rence of melanoma, all sense of organiza-
tion pretty much went out of the window.
| couldn’t “see” what was out of place
around me. And what | could see, | didn’t
have the strength to do anything about! It
was a most unsavory time for me, to say
the least. Coming out of being influenced
by the interferon, | began to regain my
sense of organizational “sight” aswell as
the ability to tackle what needed to be
done.

But order and organization are as much an
inner discipline of the heart and spiritual
life asit isameans of maintaining order
on the outside. Something that | saw about
myself as well as the human equation in
general isthat we may not put as much
attention to the preparation of our hearts
and mindsto live godly when we are not
focused on the godly life. When Paul said
in 1 Timothy 4:7b, “Discipline yourself
for the purpose of godliness,” he was re-
ferring to the intention of our livesto fo-
cus on the organization of the soul to be
spiritually fit and ready.

When | amin sin or allow my mind and
life to be less than focused, it is like spiri-
tual interferon—it causes our spiritual
eyes to be dimmed and our spiritual
strength to be zapped. No wonder there
are so many Christian zombies walking
around today, as we have so many things
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that detract us from the cause of Christ.

The other aspect of preparation hasto do
with intentionality. | know the spiritual battle
isrea. Sometimesit isintense, sometimes it
isn't. But if | am not prepared for battle, then
I will not be agood soldier of the Cross. Ina
recent sermon, | taught from 1 Peter 1:13
which saysin the NIV, “Prepare your minds
for action.” The King James Version is more
literal when it says, “Gird up the loins of
your mind.” Thisis a picture of asoldier who
iswearing atunic. Under non-combative
situations, histunic isfinein regard to not
being a hindrance. But before arduous battle
he must pull up histunic in such away to
keep hislegs free from entanglement. He
would tuck histunic into his belt. Thisis
something he does before battle, not during.
It is preparation.

Paul calls usto prepare our minds for action.
That means intentional organization of our
thinking to be ready for the rigors of living in
afallen world with the Prince of darkness
and his henchmen lurking about seeking who
they may devour. It is organizing our think-
ing because we are the product of what we
think.

This new year | have encouraged usto pre-
(Continued on page 3)



| talked to a new friend this morning who
shared with me that she had been a part of
the One Way movement back in the 70's. |
asked her if she was still afollower of the
One Way today, and she shared that she now
believed that there are many pathways to
God, and that a part of lifeis that search for
the path of one’s own choosing. We talked
about how thisis such a common viewpoint
today and how tough it is to come to grips
with what Jesus says when He says, “1 am
the Way, the Truth, and the Life—no man
comes to the Father except through me.”

| talked to another friend the other night
about whether he knew for sure that his girl-
friend was afollower of Jesus. He said they
hadn’t talked about it. | asked him if he be-
lieved that Jesus was the only way to have
relationship with God — his response was,
“That’ s atough question!”

| talked to another friend in the hospital a
month ago who has been attending Gladstone
First Baptist for many years. She said, “Now,
you know I’m not a Christian yet, don’t

you?’ In the next half hour we talked about
God's plan and she prayed to ask Jesusinto
her heart —to be her Savior and the Lord of
her life.

Arethere friends, neighbors, family mem-
bers around you that are finding their own
way to heaven apart from Jesus? Y ou know
there are —that’ s a pretty dumb question.

Here's a better one —what are you doing
about it? Are you willing to bring God’'s
plan for new life and for eternal life into
your conversations so that others can see
the choice that they need to make regarding
Jesus?

I’1l never “convince” someone to become a
follower of Jesus—that’s up to the Holy
Spirit. But | can certainly walk with those
who are struggling with belief and with
those who don’t yet understand that Jesusis
the way. Let’s encourage each other to speak
God'’ struth in love with the power of the
Holy Spirit —and |eave the results to God!

pare our minds for action. This means inten-
tional readjustment to disciplines, thought
patterns and habits that are either helping us
or hindering usin being ready and “being
transformed by the renewing of our minds’
(Romans 12:2) into the image of Jesus. If we
are to be a growing, dynamic church, it will
take growing, dynamic membersto seethis
happen. It starts at the foundation, our per-
sonal walks with God, our internal organiza
tion of “taking every thought captive to the
obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).

Thisisapart of “Growing Deeper”, our con-
tinuing focus in 2006 of addressing how we
need to have our roots deep in order to reach
further into our community with the Gospel.
So | ask you, are you organized in your spiri-
tual mind? Are you preparing yourself for

action? What do you need to do to change
this year for successin this area? What goals
are you going to put before you as a means of
preparation? Don't live 2006 without a plan
of attack!

Sow athought, reap an action.
Sow an action, reap a habit.

Sow a habit, reap a character.
Sow a character, reap adestiny.

My love to you and prayers for you,
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Looking back to December’s Winter Y outh
Conference, | am left with a conviction that
brings tension between opposing philoso-
phies of inward focused ministry verses
outward looking ministry.

Thetopics of WY C for 2005 were:

The Stink of the Gospel
presented by Jake Hendrix

The Sound of God
by Mark Staples

TheLook of Mercy
by Jeff Vander stelt

Living the Mission
by Billy Clem and Clark Blakeman

The key speaker for the event was Freddy
T. Wyatt and the emcees were once again
the funny guys, Craig & Jake Live.

Now, all the seminar speakers and Freddy
T. did amarvelous job of conveying the
topic Behold Him — Life as Worship, but in
my opinion the funny guys stol e the show!

Craig and Jake each had a general session
in which to speak where each shared their
experiences of moving ministry outside the
walls of the church building.

Jake talked of his church in Californiaand
how it was truly a drive-in church—and
EVERY ONE tried to ignore the surround-
ings as they came and | eft.

Y ou see, the church building was avery
nice facility, but it was located in a part of
town where prostitutes, drug dealers and
homel ess peopl e ran the streets. Jake felt
convicted driving past the people standing
on the corner, just past the on/off ramp to
the freeway. He proposed the idea of tak-
ing his college group outside the walls of
the church, not on some mission trip, but
down the hill into the community around
the building. The senior pastor thought
Jake had agreat idea, and with several rea-
sons why he wouldn'’t be able to partici-
pate, gave Jake the go ahead on the en-
deavor.

Craig on the other hand, when not playing
one of the funny guysin the Craig & Jake
Live, isapartner in the xxxchurch.com,
The #1 Chrigtian Porn Ste where he and
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his ministry partner, Mike, created awebsite
dedicated to reaching out to those that have
found themselves caught in the grips of an ad-
diction to porn. Which, by the way, if you visit
the site has one of the best internet account-
ability software programs, called x3watch, and
better yet it'sfree.

Now | know, it’s not everyone who would take
on thistype of aministry, but one day Mike,
Craig’sministry partner, comesin and springs
theidea of taking it to the next step by reach-
ing out to the porn stars themselves! Craig
realy didn’t know what to think, so he asked
what Mike had in mind? He began to explain
how God, yes our God, even loved the porn
stars, and that he was being burdened to share
that love in someway.

He figured the best place to do that would be
the annual porn convention in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada. Now, it wasn’t an easy task to accom-
plish, with having to explain themselves to the
church leadership; Scarier yet... having to ex-
plain theideato their wives. But basically
leaping that hurdle and five thousand dollars
later they had a booth at the show where they
listened and talked to peoplein that industry.
They have been doing the show for four years
now!

So, where isthe tension you ask? Well, here
goes—We often focus on the things within the
walls of our building: Sunday School, Worship
Service, Youth Group and Small Groups—
which are all good and very justifiable, but the
tension isin the whom we share God' slove
with? With each other? That’ s easy—but what
about those that are the unlovely? The prosti-
tutes, drug dealers, homeless, convicts, and the
list could go on!

When are we going to do something? That's
my tension, having the ability to reside inside
the walls, but knowing that God has called me
beyond the comfort zone into one that too of -
ten only He treads.

By the way, | intentionally left the stories un-
finished. Find a high school student that went
to the Winter Y outh Conference (preferably
one you don’t know)—find out “ The Rest of
the Story”, and, as a bonus feature, meet afel-
low believer, abrother or sister in Christ.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
9am MMO 9am MMO
All-Church
Clean-up Day
6:30pm Youth 6:30pm Worship 6pm Hisp. Deacons 4pm Worship Team
7pm Elder Brd Rehearsal #1 6:30pm Cubbies 5:30pm Music Mn
7pm Hispanic Men Jesus Loves Me Prty | Team Event
7pm 24/7 8pm Hisp service
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8am Leadership
9am MMO 9am MMO 9am MMO Institute
10:30am All-Elder
1pm Primetimers
6:30pm Worship Potluck 3pm Hispanic
6:30pm Youth Rehearsal Men's Meeting
6:30pm AWANA 4pm Worship Team
6pm Hispanic Wor- | 7pm Women's Bible | 7pm Ensemble 7pm Elder Brd Mtg 7pm 2417
ship study@N Fisher's 8pm Hisp Service
12 13 14 15-Messenger 16 17 18
Deadline 9am MMO 9-5 Hispanic Train-
9am MMO ing/Workshop
9am MMO 8pm Hispanic Ser-
vice 4pm Worship Team
4pm Hispanic dinner 6:30pm Youth 6:30pm Worship
and service 6:45pm Men's Min. Rehearsal - -
7pm Finance Tm 6:45pm Fellowship JH to Acquire the Fire
7pm Women’'s Bible 6:30pm AWANA Team Mtg 7
study@N Fisher's 7pm Elder Board 7pm 24/7 Men's Retreat
19 20—Office Closed 21 22 23 24 25
9am MMO 9am MMO 9am MMO 3pm Hispanic
Primetimer’s Outing | Men's Meeting
4pm Hispanic
6pm Hispanic ser- 7pm Women's Out- | 6:30pm Y outh 6:30pm Worship Y outh Mesting
vice reach Dinner 7pm Ensemble 6:30pm AWANA Rehearsal
7pm 224/7 8pm Hispanic Ser- 4pm Worship Tm
vice
26—Annual Mtg 27 28
Family Forum
9am MMO 1. For attractive lips, speak words of kindness.
2. For lovely eyes, look for the good in people.
6:30pm Youth 3. For adlimfigure, share your food with the hungry.
7pm Portland 4, For poise, walk with the knowledge that you never walk alone.

6pm Hispanic ser-
vice

7pm Women's Bible
study@N Fisher's

Rescue Mission

—Audrey Hepburn
—The Newdletter Newdletter, February 2005




Heidi joined our family just about a year ago.
Sheisan 85-pound, 1-1/2 year old black
Labrador retriever with areally sweet tem-
perament. My family surprised me with her
when | arrived home from atrip. | had been
talking with my husband, Joel, about having a
dog that could go jogging with me. Of course,
al my kids wanted a dog, although everyone
had a different opinion about which breed
was best. Needless to say, my preference of
breed won out, and Joel was able to get Heidi
from a business acquaintance that rai ses dogs.

Heidi isagood dog, but sheisn't
perfect! She still does the occa
siond, irritating “dog things’ ...
barks at anyone who comesto the
door, chews on things, and tracks
mud through the house. But, as |
was observing Heidi one day, | re-
alized there are some characteris-
tics of her behavior with me, her
master, which | need to model in
my relationship with MY Master.

| noticed that Heidi is always watching me.
Even if she seemsto be deeping, she till is
very aware of what | am doing. Heidi knows
what to expect of me. She knows that each
morning, | like to make my coffee and then
sit down on the floor by the fire to have my
quiet time. Sheredly likes thistime, because
she can lay right next to me. Many times, she

is already waiting in our spot before | get
there. Do | always have my eyes on my
Lord? Do | long to spend time sitting at the
feet of Jesus? Do | desire and enjoy His con-
stant compani onship, watching for how Heis
working in every aspect of my life?

| usualy jog between 3-5 miles, threetimes a
week. Since we' ve had Heidi, she has been
my faithful partner—rain or shine—for my
jogs. It is so hard for me to get out and go
jogging when it israiny and cold outside. No
_ matter what the weather, Heidi
| never balks at going with me.
P She doesn't careif she’s cold or
wet—as long as she’ s with me,
she's happy. In fact, sheisa
much better dog if she getsarun
with me. Is this how | view what
God asks of me each day? Do |
fully trust Him to take me
through any situation that life
z00e brings my way? | know for a
fact that | have a much better
day when I’ ve spent time with God!

Y ou've heard the phrase“ A dog isman’'s
best friend”, but | think that saying could be
tweaked just a bit and then it would be a
statement that would always be true. You
know, “God is man’s best friend” —if we will
let Him!

AN ACTION!
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Love is about doing for others, For
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5. Decorate each coupon with
drawingz, designg or stickers,
each or staple a few todether

into a coupon book o give o

each person.
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To our brothers and sisters at

Gladstone First Baptist—

Thank you for your kind gift

and remembering us at Christ-

mas time. We will save the
gift card and use it when we have a new
house—some day! Until then we will con-
tinue on with the relief effort, knowing in His
time we will know Hiswill and find a new
home! Thanks so much for being a part of
what we are doing at FBC Slidell and for
remembering us. Love, /s/ Chuck & Marti
Whipple

| want to thank everyone for your generous
donations of envelopes, new and used cards,
stationary and stamps. | love sending greet-
ings; it isawonderful way to keep in touch.
Lauraand Ardith have been wonderful send-
ing me the bulletins this past year. Thank you
very much for your encouraging comments
and Christmas greetings. /9 Barbara Atseff

Dear Church Family: Thank you for your
prayers and the beautiful “dish garden” pro-
vided at the passing of my mother after a
long term with cancer. Memorial service has
been [was] scheduled for January 3 at 1:00
pm in Edmonds WA.. /s/ Jim Barry

Julie Anne Williams
and
Andrew Daniel Marshall
Together with their parents
David and Carolyn Williams
and
Charles and Nancy Marshall
Announce their wedding
Saturday, March 4, 2006
At 4 o' clock in the afternoon
First Baptist Church
819 John Adams Sreet
Oregon City

We express our sympathy to
Tom and Linda Miller at the
passing of Tom'’sfather in
Michigan on December 17.
May God grant them peace
and comfort as they adjust this
loss.

‘06 GFBC
Family Camp
August 17-21
Champoeg State Park
Deposit of $30 isdue at sign up
$20 first night fee, $6 reservation fee, $4
donation
Please make checks out to Karen Gallaway
Sign up in Tucker Hall
If you have questions call Karen Gallaway
at 503-653-7921

Mom’'s Morning Out is seek-
ing to hireateacher’said.
The hours are 8:45 an—12:15
pm, Tuesdays and Wednes-
days. Contact Debbie Gill, 503-657-9803,
for more information.

Child Evangelism Fellowship
of Greater Portland is having
their Children’s Workers
Conference March 11, 2006
at Central Bible Church on NE Glisan St.
Keynote Speaker for the event is Paul
Duris, speaking on “Kids Reaching Kids'.
Cost is$25 if you register before March 2;
$40 after that date. For more information,
contact the church office, Kathy Fox, or
www.integrity.com/homes/cef.
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God has blessed each of use with dif-
ferent gifts and abilities and given us
the privilege of using those gifts and
abilitiesin His service. It takes all of
us to make up the working body of
Christ at GFBC. At the same time,
God has provided us with people able
and willing to lead out in their par-
ticular area of giftedness. The follow-
ing people have been identified by
you as those leaders. We thank God
for their willingness to be servant
leaders and ook forward to working
with them.

Elder Board
Don Megrath, Chairman
Joel Pyles, Vice Chairman
Wally Howard, Secretary
Rick Gill
Frank Hoffman
Ron Taylor
Pastor Brian Early
Pastor John Baker

Deacons
Lance Tucker—Tech Team
Paul Kenote—Finance Team
Linda Gifford—Mission Team

2006 Church Officers
Bill Pearson, Moderator
Todd Thielen, Vice Moderator
Debbie Tuneberg, Church Clerk
Betty Hoeke, Financial Secretary
Bill Burke, Treasurer

Becky Pyles—Director of Children’s Ministries
Dave Charlson—Director of Y outh Ministries
Elizabeth Burke—\Women's Ministries
Elizabeth Burke—Fellowship Team

Mom'’s Morning Out
Debbie Gill
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We have the privilege of seeing mother and
daughter, Genevieve and Megan Thomas, obey
the Lord in Christian baptism on January 8 dur-
ing morning worship.

At afamily gathering on January 14, father and
son, Don and Scott Bryant were immersed. Don
and Scott are the brother-in-law and nephew of

Maxine Nelson.
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A minister arrived early at the church
where he wasto be the guest preacher. He
opened the door and walked down along
hall with his robe draped over one arm and
his sermon notes in hand. He looked into
one of the rooms and saw afour— or five-
year-old boy sitting al alone. So he stopped.

“Hi,” said the child. “My name is Tommy
and I’'m al aonein this big room.”

“You feel al aonein that room?’ asked
the preacher.

“l don't just fedl it. | know I'm all alone!”
answered the child.

“Don’t worry. I'm sure that somebody
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will come along
soon to be with
you,” replied the
pastor. With wistful
eyes, little Tommy
searched the
preacher’ s face,
then said, “How about you?’

Good question. And isn't that the ques-
tion God asks each of usregarding God’'s
work on Earth?“| need faithful friendsto
do my work,” God says. “How about
you?’

—Story told by Dr. Jim Moore
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General Fund YTD
$20,769 Budget
$18,153 Giving
$-2,616 87%

Stewardship has to do with how we manage
our time, talent, resources—basically our entire
lives. It'sabeautiful concept when properly
understood. Here are the basics of good stew-
ardship: God isthe source of all creation, in-
cluding our lives. God is the primary owner of
all that exists.

We are blessed by being given the task of man-
aging well all that we have influence over: our
lives, our abilities, our minds and bodies, our
time, our part of the earth, our finances, our
children, our church buildings, our automo-
biles, etc.

Although we can make decisions regarding
each of the above, ultimately we are responsi-
bleto God. Sooner or later, we must give an
account of our management of God's creation
and of God's gifts.

When we properly use the talents, resources
and property that God allows us to manage, we

MissionsYTD
$3,621 Budget

$3,492 Giving
$ -129 96%

find great joy. Think of planning a garden
which soon overflows with colorful flowers,
wonderful vegetables and flavorful herbs, etc.
God gave us the plot of ground, God gave us
the seed, God gave us the wisdom and strength
to bring forth such beauty, such good things to
see or eat, or smell. Y et we did the work, with
God's help, to make it areality. Like Adam, we
tilled it and kept it. But God gave the increase.
God' s provisions and our labor brought the
garden to its fulfillment.

Good stewardship enables us to do something
positive and wonderful with the money God
has allowed us to have. What feels better than
knowing one has managed money well? Our
bank account, our checkbook and our portfolio
tell the story. When money is handled well, we
have enough for ourselves and are still ableto
give to God' swork.

That isthe beauty of stewardship.
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The Women' s Night time Bible Study will begin
anew study at the home of Nancy Fisher, 6658
Park Way, Gladstone OR, on Monday, February
6, at 7:00 pm. We will study Robert Coleman’s
book, The Master Plan of Evangelism.

This Bible study group is team taught by Tracy
Early and Karen Tobin.

Books and study questions available from Tracy
or Karen at a cost of $5.00.

If you have additional questions please contact
Karen Tobin, 503-653-5074 or
ktobin1101@aol.com
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