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It is with much sadness and 
great appreciation that we 
say “ farewell”  and “ thank 
you for your year of dedi-
cated service”  to Kathy 
Vancil, our    Director of 
Children’s Ministries. 
 

Kathy and her husband, Ted, are moving  
on to their next phase of training to be  
the people God has called them to be in 
ministry as they finish their studies at 
Western Seminary this next year. We 
appreciate them and will miss them.  
 
God’s richest blessings on you both as 
you remain faithful to Him and continue 
to deepen your passion for Him and His     
people. 
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We are making the morning a time of “ONE” in worship, fellowship, and 
seeking God for the days ahead. 

 

·  9:00 am—Combined worship to bring us to the communion table 
as one family 

 

·  10:15 am—Special farewell time for Ted and Kathy Vancil 

 

·  10:45 am—Special combined gathering to seek God in worship, 
vision, and a sense of oneness in what God is seeking to do 
through us in the days ahead. 

 

 



 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
Having just had a “wakeup call”  by being 
diagnosed with melanoma cancer did some 
interesting things to me. (First, before I 
share them, I want you to know that the 
excision they did after discovering the 
melanoma did not reveal further cancer, 
which means that I’m clean and do not 
need further treatments or procedures!!). It 
made me do some soul searching to insure 
that I am where I need to be with God and 
His purpose for my life. I hope they give 
you encouragement where you are in what-
ever circumstance you face. Here’s how it 
went. 
  
1. I  am a vessel of God and He can use 

me in whatever  capacity He wants. 
This means if I have cancer, then He 
has a reason for me having cancer as 
His servant, and, therefore, He will use 
me for His glory in the condition/state 
I’m in  (see Romans 9:19-21). 

 
2. I  truly believe that all things work 

together  for  good to those who love 
God (Romans 8:28). The question is, 
“what is good?”  Good is for my eternal 
good as well as for good in God’s 
sight. He can use the “bad”  of cancer 
to cause me to be better for Him. 
Sometimes, we don’ t know what those 
good things are until way after the fact, 
or maybe not until eternity. 

  
3. God uses our hur ts and difficulties in 

our  lives to shape us to help others. 
Paul states in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, that 
the comfort we gain from God through 
our afflictions is the comfort we can 
share with others when they go through 
similar afflictions. One of my spiritual 
goals for 2005 is to work on my 
“compassion awareness.”  This was 
meant to be a means of growing in how 
I can have the eyes and heart of Christ 

toward others in their life and needs. The 
last few weeks I’ve been in “school” , 
both in learning what cancer is and what 
it can do, as well as wearing the shoes of 
one who may have to deal with its conse-
quences. I’m very thankful for this time, 
as it has shaped me to be able to walk in 
other people’s shoes that I would never 
have been able to do otherwise. 

 
4. I t has been an evaluation to make sure 

that I  am on track with His will. I have 
no idea if this situation or any other will 
shorten my lifespan or slow me down, or 
sideline me. But one thing is for certain, 
God has called us to make the most of 
the time we have (Ephesians 5:16). That 
means I better be where God wants me, 
doing the things that He wants me doing. 
And if there is any need for adjustment, I 
better get on it. In this regard, I am at 
peace with the course that I’m on, but I 
did do an evaluation! 

  
I hope that you can glean some perspective 
from the journey God took me through and is 
still taking me though. 
 
My love to you and prayers for you, 
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I©m one of those people who takes direction 
best when I know why I have to do some-
thing. When I was growing up my favorite 
question was "Why?". Now, I©m not totally 
off the reservation with my rebelliousness, 
but I©ve always enjoyed poking fun at stuff 
that just didn©t seem to be necessary. 
 
In the church office, when I got tired of for-
getting to put my black magnetic dot in the 
"in" box when I walked into the office, I  
took a black marker, painted a perpetual "in" 
dot next to my name and breathed a sigh of 
relief. It didn©t last long, but it sure felt good 
for a few minutes. 
 
I©m glad that God was thinking of guys like 
me throughout the Bible because it is full of 
statements that say, "Do this—and here©s 
why." Take Proverbs 3 for example: 
 
Don©t forget my teaching—you©ll live longer 
and prosper. 
 

Don©t forget love and faithfulness—you©ll 
have a great reputation with God and man. 
 

Don©t forget to trust and acknowledge God—
He©ll direct your paths. 
 

Don©t be wise in your own eyes, fear God, 
run from evil—you©ll be healthier. 
 

Don©t forget to honor God with what you 
have—He will give you more. 
 
God is so good at telling me "why" as well 
as "what" that I can be confident when the 
answer is not so obvious. I know that I can 
trust Him. 
 
As we head into the summer months to-
gether, let©s spend time encouraging each 
other to get past duty—the "what to dos" in 
our lives—and to relish the "whys" that God 
has given us. Things like why He loves us, 
and why we love each other. 
 
Feel free to drop by my office to encourage 
me with something God is doing in your life. 
Just check the "in" box  in the main office 
and you©ll know whether I©m there or not... 
 
Maybe. 

In the past few weeks I’ve been asked a vari-
ety of questions surrounding our move to an-
other church to get more needed training.  
The questions range from “Aren’ t you afraid 
to leave without another job?”  to “Wouldn’ t 
you be more comfortable staying here where 
people know you?”  The answer is yes . . . and 
no. Let me explain. 
 
Yes, there is a scary part of leaving the 
known and striking out into the unknown. 
But, you see, ministry is not about comfort. 
Serving the people of God is absolutely not 
about comfort. If being comfortable was 
more important that serving, then Debbie Gill 
and Karen Tobin would not have availed 
themselves of the opportunity to substitute 
teach the 2 and 3 year olds this past weekend.  

Instead, they would have gone on with their 
previous plans. However, they recognized 
the need and stepped away from comfort and 
answered the call to minister to young chil-
dren. 
 
Ted and I made a decision to do whatever it 
takes to follow the Lord, to grow closer to 
Him and to mature spiritually. We must do 
these things in order to prepare for the place 
He is leading us in ministry. No part of this 
training time is comfortable. We’ve sacri-
ficed many things to go to school, and we’ve 
served in areas unfamiliar to us, learning to 
love people who we’d never met before. It’ s 
what I call an “adventure with God.”  No part 
of this is comfortable, but then no part of it is 

(Continued on page 4) 
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boring either. During the upheaval of making 
decisions, we’ve learned to trust the Lord 
more and more. We’ve learned to turn 
quickly to Him in prayer. We’ve stretched 
spiritually in ways we didn’ t know possible. 
We’ve learned to trust Him and each other 
much more deeply. In all of this learning, 
striving, growing and training, there is con-
tentment. 
 
Apostle Paul set the example of learning to 
be content.   . . . for I have learned to be con-
tent whatever the circumstances. I know what 
it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned the secret of be-
ing content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want  (Phil. 4:11b-12). In these 
uncomfortable adventures, there is peace. 
This peace is not necessarily happiness, al-
though we have experienced moments of 

(Continued from page 3) 
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To be obsessed is to be so consumed by 
something that all of life does not compare 
to the obsession. Lately this phrase has 
raced through my thoughts in many sleep-
less nights. I am consumed with the fact 
that my obsessions in life are often worldly 
and materialistic in fashion. I find myself 
reading God’s Word, praying, serving in 
the church, and serving my family. All is 
well and good, yet I hunger for more. My 
hunger is not sufficed by food or water; it 
is only fed by the great commission: “Go 
and make disciples!”  
 
Go! What does that mean? Do I stop and 
think about it? Do I ponder with contem-
plative manner the weight of “go”? No! I 
go…I do not stop! In the Greek, “go”  is an 
imperative action word that speaks a com-
mand. In the Army, I remember being 
given a command to cease fire on the M-16 

incredible happiness. Rather, this peace is the 
kind that comes from knowing our Lord has 
our lives under His control because we trust 
Him and go where He leads. This is peace. 
This is contentment.   
 
No matter how uncomfortable our circum-
stances seem to be, as long as we go forth 
with the sure knowledge that we are in His 
hands, we can enjoy our uncomfortable con-
tentment. 
 
Our prayer for you is that you will grow in a 
deeper, sweeter relationship with our Lord 
Jesus Christ by stepping out of your comfort 
zone and into an “adventure with God” . Sha-
lom! 
  
“ I have held many things in my hands, and I 
have lost them all; but whatever I have 
placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.”  

—Martin Luther 

range. I ceased fire…the foxhole three down 
from me did not. In fact, that young man de-
cided, in desperate frustration, to empty a 20 
round magazine down range on fully auto-
matic mode. He did not cease fire. He did not 
pass go. He did not pass boot camp. In fact, I 
never had seen so many drill instructors pile 
on the head of one individual in such great 
speed as I did that day...not to mention the 
instructor in the tower with a sniper rifle 
pointed at the young man’s head. He did not 
listen. He paid the consequences. 
 
I feel the same way when it comes to sharing 
Jesus with the lost. Satan perches his legions 
of demons with sniper rifles pointed at us 
all…especially those who don’ t know Jesus. 
Satan waits in anticipation for the attack 
when I proclaim the gospel to an individual 
or to a group of people. I proclaim a “cease 

(Continued on page 6) 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1-Communion 
 
 
3pm Outside group 
 

  2pm Hispanic 
Prayer & Fasting 
Service 

2 

 

 

 
7pm Women’s Bible 
Study @ Fishers 

3 

 
9am MMO 

 

 

4 

 
9am MMO 

 

6:30pm AWANA 
6:30pm Youth 
7pm Elder Board 

5 

 

 
9:15am Women’s 
Bible Study Rm 13 
 
6:30p Worship Tm 
7pm  AWANA 
7pm Hispanic Men 

6 

9am MMO 

 

6pm Hispanic Dea-
cons in office 

7pm Hispanic study 

 

7 
 
 
 
Hispanics in kitchen 
all day 

8 
 
 
Mother’s Day 
brunch 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
7pm Women’s Bible 
Study @ Fishers 
7pm Hispanic ladies 
in the chapel 

10 
 
9am MMO 
10am Will. Prayer 
Fellowship here 
 
6:45pm Men’s Min-
istry Team Mtg 
7pm Ensemble 
7pm Finance Team 
 

11 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
6:30pm AWANA 
6:30pm Youth 
 

12 
 
9:15am Women’s 
Bible Study Rm 13 
 
6:30p Worship Tm 
7pm  24/7 
7pm Teacher Mtg 

13 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
6pm Primetimers 
   Potluck 
7pm Hispanic study 
 

14 
 
8am Leadership Inst 
10:30am Elder Mtg 
 
3pm Hispanic 
Women’s Work-
shop 
7pm Hispanic 
Youth 

15-Messenger deadline 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Outreach 
     Dinner 

17 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
6:30pm AWANA 
7pm Elder Board 

19 
 
9:15am Women’s 
Bible Study Rm 13   
 
 
 
6:30pmWorship Tm 
7pm  24/7 
 

20 
 
9am MMO 
 
 

 
 
 
7pm Hispanic study 
 

21 
 
8am Elder Training 
 
1:45pm Outside 
Group 

22 
 
12:30 Family Forum 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Women’s Bible 
Study @ Fishers 

24 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
7pm Portland Rescue 
Mission 
7pm Ensemble 
 

25 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
6:30pm AWANA 
6:30pm Youth 
 

26 
 
9:15am Women’s 
Bible Study Rm 13   
 
 
6:30pm Worship 
Tm 
7pm  24/7 

27 
9am MMO 
 
Primetimers Outing 
 
 
7pm Hispanic study 
7pm Wedding rehear. 

28 
 
 
 
7pm Miller Wed-
ding 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
Hispanic Congrega-
tion Anniversary 
 

30—Office Closed 
 
 

 

 

 
 
It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us — that from these 
honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure 
of devotion — that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain — that this 
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom…. 

—Abraham Lincoln 
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Sue Warden 
14404 Webster Rd Apt 217 
Milwaukie OR  97267-1967 
 
Ed & Mary Beth Ebel 
14623 SE Marci Way 
Clackamas OR  97015-8453 
 
Simona Gherghisan 
6658 Park Way 
Gladstone OR  97027-1329 
503-816-1524—cell 

 
Congratulations to Brandon & Shea Akers 
on the birth of Braedon Paul on March 29. 
Braedon weighed in at 9 lb. 13 oz. and 
brings a new, joyous dimension to the fam-
ily of Akers! We rejoice with them in this 
special blessing. 
 

We extend our sympathy to Laura Salsky and 
family at the loss of her father on March 30. 
Laura’s father lived in Ohio. Please lift up in 
prayer Laura and her family as they mourn his 
passing. 

Remember to vote May 17. Four of Glad-
stone’s 7 School Board positions and Measure 
3-175, a bond levy to upgrade Gladstone 
schools, will be on the ballot. This election 
requires 50% turnout of voters as well as an 
affirmative vote to pass the bond. A levy fact 
sheet can be seen on the bulletin board. 

This year GFBC celebrates 90 
years of worship and service in the 
Gladstone community. We rejoice in 
the opportunity to serve Him through 
these years and look forward to serv-

ing Him in this congregation until He returns. 
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fire”  on the enemy and search down range to 
those who would respond to the gospel. Yet 
Satan pounces fast and furious on their minds 
and hearts, and I am left to do battle alone. I 
need back up. I need suppressive fire from 
my brothers and sisters in Christ. I need 
prayers to tackle the enemy and disable their 
weapons. I need prayer warriors.   
 
Too often in the church we compartmentalize 
evangelism. We leave it for the “pastor”  or 
the “gifted”  evangelist. We do not see that 
the battle for the souls of a lost and dying 
world extends to us all. We are all called to 
evangelize according to our own talents and 
gifts. And we are all called to do it together. 
Paul made it clear that sometimes he would 
plant a seed while Apollos would water, but 
God always caused the growth. 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
�

What are you doing to live out the command 
to go!? Are you “Great Commission Ob-
sessed”  or has complacency glued you to the 
pew? It’ s one or the other, people. Live Jesus 
out loud. He expects nothing less than your 
whole life. If Jesus can hang on a cross in 
excruciating pain and lead a thief next to Him 
to salvation, you can take on the world one 
person at a time for Him. Go! And remember, 
His divine power has granted to us every-
thing we need for life and godliness through 
the true knowledge of Him who called us by 
His own glory and excellence. A little some-
thing Peter reminds us of along this journey 
of joy and suffering. 
 
Again, a fair warning to you…if you attempt 
to boldly speak the truth to a lost and dying 
world in need of Jesus, you will be changed 
forever. This is not for the fainthearted or 
weak-spirited, so “go”  only if you dare. 
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Two girls were born in the 1850’s—one 
in the wilds of Wisconsin; one in a sleepy 
little town on the Rhine River in Ger-
many. Both girls were lively and impul-
sive, adventurous and courageous. And 
both were fortunate enough to have 
award-winning authors for grand-
daughters. These two remarkable books 
are the result: 

 

Caddie Woodlawn, A Frontier  Story 

by Carol Ryrie Brink 

 
In 1864 Caddie Woodlawn was eleven, 
and as wild a little tomboy as ever ran 
the woods of western Wisconsin. The 
lively adventures of this little girl won the 
Newbery Award for literature in 1935, its 
publication year, and is an enduring clas-
sic. 

 
(You may also find the video in our 
church library.) 

A House of Tailors 
by Patricia Reilly Giff 

 
Thirteen year old Dina’s impulsive 
actions endangered her life in Ger-
many, and she had to leave her be-
loved family and their detested 
dressmaking business behind and go 
to live with her “ rich”  uncle and his 
family in Brooklyn. To her dismay, 
the tiny apartment in Brooklyn was a 
tailor shop also, only poorer, and her 
bedroom was a former windowless 
storage closet. Desperately home-
sick, she faced the added challenges 
of a smallpox epidemic that nearly 
claimed the lives of her aunt and the 
baby, and the necessity of helping 
her new family make a livelihood 
after a fire raged through their tene-
ment building.  

 
Patricia Giff is a two-time Newbery 
Honor book author. 
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Mom’s Morning Out, a week-day pre-
school program, is currently accepting  
applications for fall 2005. Forms are avail-
able at the Information Booth. For more 
information, contact Debbie Gill, 503-657-
9803. 
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Responding in obedience to their 
Lord and Savior, Becky Burlin-
game and Michael Megrath were 
baptized on Easter Sunday, March 
27. 
 

Becky is the daughter of Steve and 
Linda Gifford. She lives in Glad-
stone with her husband, Skye, and 
sons, Kyle and Nathan. 
 

Michael is the eldest son of Don 
and Yvonne Megrath, brother of 
Matthew, and grandson of Carol 
Englet. 

 

Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for 
all whom the Lord our God will call. (Acts 2:38-39) 
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Becky Burlingame Michael Megrath 


