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Doug and Dee Valenzuela will be in worship with us 
on Sunday, June 5. Doug will be bringing a message 
from John 12:1-5 entitled Enough is Enough. The 
Valenzuelas serve as part of our extended staff in Italy. 
 
In a recent newsletter, they say: Our two churches con-
tinue to move forward and bring great fruit for the 
glory of God. We are now in the planning stages...for 
our mega-evangelistic thrust called FESTIVAL. Thou-
sands of Italians will come to this unique method of 
preaching GESU!... 

 
….The “ Old Mill Camp”  continues to take up a lot of our time and energy and 
money. What a great place to hold camps and special meetings in an area that 
is so very different from the cement jungle of Napoli. Maybe there are some of 
you who are interested in coming over and being part of one of many different 
work projects. Let us know and we’d love to get in contact with you. 
 

 
Mel and Patty Davis, extended staff members living 
and ministering in Slovenia, will be at GFBC on Sun-
day, June 19. Mel will be bringing us a message from 
God’s Word entitled Teach Us to Number Our Days.  
Come hear a great message from the 90th Psalm, and get 
re-acquainted (or newly acquainted) with Mel & Patty. 
 
Slovenia is the northernmost republic of the former  Yugo-
slavia. It became an independent nation in 1991 after cen-

turies of repression, including 50 years of Communist rule following World War 
II. Although Slovenes are a well-educated and resilient people, the lack of true 
security in their lives is increasingly apparent. Problems with alcohol, drugs and 
family violence are on the rise, and the nation’s suicide rate is one of the highest 
in the world. While turning to the west for material prosperity, Slovenes are turn-
ing to the east and to cults for religious guidance. Mel & Patty are our “stand in 
the gap”  people pointing the Slovenes to the one true God. 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
I may be very presumptuous in making 
such a radical statement as this. But I know 
the tendencies of my own heart to retreat 
from the things I know are pleasing to God 
during vacation or during the summer 
break. Many of us are gearing up for the 
summer, which includes trips, schedule 
changes, kids at home, family gatherings, 
etc. Also, our church calendar looks tre-
mendously different, as we take breaks in 
various ministries to allow people a chance 
to get a breather from a job well done. But 
we all know that God doesn’ t go on vaca-
tion, and His work goes on 24/7. How do 
we then find a good balance in the summer 
in focusing on a godly lifestyle that pleases 
our Lord? Let me offer some suggestions: 
 
 Work hard at being consistent in your  

devotional life. Vacations are notori-
ous for disrupting our spiritual equilib-
rium. Bring a good devotional book or 
something that will feed your soul 
while lying on the beach, hanging out 
by the pool, or sitting around the camp-
fire. Also, the change in the home 
schedule could give you more time to 
explore God’s Word if you seize the 
moment. 

 
Take the opportunity while away to wor-

ship in other  churches. I encourage 
you to find a church of “ like-faith”  in 
your “vacation”  area. It will be good 
refreshment for you and help you to 
see how other Christians gather for 
worship. Don’ t give in to the tempta-
tion to “skip”  church. 

 
Look for  oppor tunities to be God’s wit-

ness wherever you are. This is proba-
bly the biggest one I struggle with. 
Let’s be sensitive to the needs of others 
and the “divine appointments”  God 
puts before us in whatever city, state or 

country we are in. 
 
Don’ t neglect the home front. Ministry at 

GFBC goes on, and we will have sea-
sonal opportunities to do His work. Look 
for opportunities to serve and volunteer. 
Right now our children’s ministries are 
the neediest until we hire a Children’s 
Ministry Director. We want to have a 
Bible Adventure Week/Vacation Bible 
School. This will take a lot of coordina-
tive effort on the part of many to do a 
good job. 

 
Continue your  suppor t. Remember, the 

ministry expenses continue during the 
summer months. Your partnership in 
financial stewardship during this time of 
year will be vital to maintain our obliga-
tions and reach our goals. When going 
away, consider doubling up giving be-
fore you go, or mail in your tithe while 
away. 

 
Get relational. Summer is a great time to 

make those relational connections that 
busy schedules sometimes hinder. Look 
around the church for someone to invite 
to a barbeque at your house. Do some 
fun things with your small group (ours is 
going camping together!). Get creative 
and have fun! 

 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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This summer, when we check into the Hilton,  
don’ t check out with God!    Pastor  Br ian Ear ly 

� � � 
 � � � � � �  � !� � � 
 � � � � � �  � !� � � 
 � � � � � �  � !� � � 
 � � � � � �  � ! 







 

 

# $ %& ' � 
 ( � 
 
 
 
 � � & � 
 )# $ %& ' � 
 ( � 
 
 
 
 � � & � 
 )# $ %& ' � 
 ( � 
 
 
 
 � � & � 
 )# $ %& ' � 
 ( � 
 
 
 
 � � & � 
 ) 



 � "  � 
� "  � 
� "  � 
� "  � 
 (((( 





�� ��  � � � ��	 
� � � 

 �� � 
� � 
� � � �� 
� �� � 
 � � � � � � 
� � � � 
� � � � �


Jim came by the church the other day. I don’ t 
know Jim’s last name. I don’ t know where he 
lives. But I do know he drives an orange 
truck and wanted to know if the church had 
some food or money to help with gas. 
 
It was after-hours and technically the office 
was closed, but he had seen lights on and had 
come to my office window. I was busy, and I 
am a little cynical about folks asking for food 
or money, especially since I have heard about 
every story in the book over the past twenty 
years. 
 
But I went to the office door, stepped out-
side, and listened as Jim shared his need. As 
he talked I kept thinking about what I would 
say: “We don’ t have food; we don’ t give out 
money; have you tried…” But then I remem-
bered several things Paul Kenote had told me 
he was learning as he teaches the finance 
class. 
 
·  My money is really not mine to begin 

with – God’s given it to me. 
·  How I handle the money God has given 

me can draw me closer to God – or it can 
separate me from Him. 

·  God knows this – that’s why He talks 
about money so much in the Bible. It’ s 
important. 

 
 When Jim finished sharing his story, I said 
“Jim, we really don’ t have food here. We 

don’ t necessarily give out money. Have you 
tried…” and pulled out my wallet at the 
same time. I didn’ t have much in there at all, 
but I handed it to him and said, “…but 
here’s what I can do to help.”  
 
Jim started crying. I didn’ t say it out loud 
but I thought to myself that he sure must be 
hard up to cry over what I gave him. 
 
I did say, “Jim, could we pray together?”  He 
agreed and I prayed for him as we stood 
there together looking out on the parking lot. 
 
When I finished, I started to say goodbye but 
stopped when he starting praying for me... 
and for our church...and for my family. I 
stood there with Jim in the presence of God 
listening to him ask for God’s blessing in a 
powerful and moving way. 
 
Then he looked me in the eye, said “Thank 
you”  and drove away. 
 
As I think of our Small Groups and of all the 
blessings God has given us here at Glad-
stone First Baptist, my question is not how 
do we get more, but what can we give away 
– our time, our caring, our money – so that 
Jesus can make an impact in and around 
Oatfield Road. 
 
God showed me through Jim that when you 
give it away you get it back. And then some! 
  

 
My love to you and prayers for you, 

Plan ahead. If you are a ministry leader or 
worker, the summer is a great time to plot 
your ministry strategy and goals for the 
year ahead. Don’ t wait until the end of 
August to get your ministry teams put in 
place! 

 

 In short, have a Christ-centered Summer!  

(Continued from page 2) 
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The infamous question that rings in my head 
daily now that I am a Seminary graduate… 
“So Dan, what are you going to do now?”   
Many thoughts and phrases flood my mind 
like, “Oh, I think I will go and work at a car 
lot now,”  or, “Maybe I will become a 
painter,”  or, “ I think I will keep on doing 
what God called me to do.”    
 
I have had people ask me if I am a pastor 
now, or if I am going to become a senior  
pastor now that I have my degree. I often 
chuckle to myself when I hear all of these 
phrases. Nothing against senior pastors, but I 
do not aspire to become one. In fact, the last 
time I checked there is not a church corporate 
ladder to climb. My service to the Lord is 
based on God’s calling on my life to youth 
ministry.   
 
Let me tell you a little story. I was twelve 
years of age when I sat in the scorching hot, 
atmosphere of Skagit Valley College’s gym-
nasium. I had never heard such passionate 
speaking before in all of my twelve years of 
life. Over the course of three nights, I was 
moved to a passionate heart of ministry with 
every word that flowed from Luis Palau’s 
sermons. I found myself wanting nothing 
more in life than to tell other youth about 
Jesus. If Luis could come from such a hard 
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life and follow God passionately, then so 
could I!   
 
On the last night of that Palau festival in the 
summer of 1983, I made a vow before the 
Lord to serve Him by telling as many other 
young people as I could about Jesus. Wanna 
know the amazing part? John Baker led the 
awesome worship for that evangelistic festi-
val! I came out of those three days knowing 
that God would begin me down a path that 
would be tough, yet rewarding. 
 
Now in my thirteenth year of ministering  
specifically to junior high and high school 
students, I find myself right where God wants 
me… telling young people about Jesus. So, 
when you see me at church, know that I am 
serving where God has called me, and that 
Seminary was a set of orders given to me 
from above. “More tools for the tool box,”  
Pastor Brian would say! And if by chance 
someday I become a senior pastor, pray for 
that congregation. I will not settle with people 
taking up pew space and parking spots if they 
don’ t want to serve Jesus outside the walls of 
the church I pastor! Thanks for your prayers 
and support, church family! You rock! 
 
Pastor Dan 

If you have not yet registered for summer 
camp, now is the time. Go online to 
www.tadmor.org to see what weeks are avail-
able and complete your registration. Or you 
can call Camp Tadmor at 541-451-4270 x21. 
 Camp sessions are available for all youth 
Junior age through High school. NOTE: The 
cost of registration for June 19-24 Middle 
School 1 session as been reduced from $235 
to $159 so now is the time to call! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 

 
9am MMO 

 

 
6:30pm Youth 
7pm Elder Board 

2 

 
11:30am Russel 
Shepherding Grp 
 
6:30p Worship Tm 
 

3 

 

 

6pm Hispanic Dea-
cons in office 

7pm Hispanic study 

Wedding Rehearsal 

4 
 
 
12noon: Rain/Koff 
  Wedding 
 
 
7pm Gill Shepherd-
ing Group Dessert 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Sing Time 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
 

9 
 
 
 
6:30p Worship Tm 
7pm  Leach Shep-
herding Group 
Potluck 
7pm Hispanic Men 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
6pm Primetimers 
   Potluck 
7pm Hispanic study 
 

11 
8am Hispanic Ga-
rage Sale 
8am Elder/Leader 
Training 
9am Hispanics in 
kitchen 
 
7pm Hispanic 
Youth 

12-Sunday School 
      PROMOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
2pm Hispanic Prayer 
& Fasting Service 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Hispanic ladies 
in the chapel 

14 
 
 
 
 
6:45pm Men’s Min-
istry Team Mtg 
7pm Ensemble 
7pm Finance Team 
7pm Sing Time 

15-Messenger deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
7pm Elder Board 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pmWorship Tm 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
7pm Hispanic study 
 

18 
 
 

19-Father’s Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hispanic Father’s 
Day Event 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Sing Time 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Worship 
Tm 
 

24 
 
 
Primetimers Outing 
 
 
7pm Hispanic study 
 

25 
 
 
Father/Child Camp-
out 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
Dinner 
 
 

27 
 
 

 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
7pm Portland 
Rescue Mission 
7pm Sing Time 
7pm Ensemble 

29 

 

 

 

7pm N.I.S.E. Orienta-
tion in Room #13 

30 

 

 

6:30pm Worship 
Tm 

 

Father/Child Campout 
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Hola! I made it here safely and am having a 
wonderful time exploring the amazingly 
beautiful city of Segovia. Everything in the 
old part of town is ancient—some things, 
like the Roman aquaduct on the front of this 
card, are 2,000 years old! My host family is 
nice; I have a host mother, father, 2 yr. old 
brother, and another sibling to be born any 
minute. I’m having a good time so far, but I 
miss everyone back home too. My classes 
start tomorrow and they’ ll be challenging! 
Lots of love, /s/ Emily Bondietti 
 
Dear GFBC Family, 
It has been a privilege to have worked with 
the children of AWANA and the many dedi-
cated workers for the past three years. 
AWANA is an outstanding outreach pro-
gram which ministers to children, parents 
and workers. We want to thank the church 
for the gift certificate. /s/ Ron and Rose 
Brown 
 

John Baker 
jebaker64@surfmk.com 
 
Barbara Baker 
bbaker1611@surfmk.com 
 
Alicia Havens 
ufndpig@yahoo.com 
 
Krista Lerum 
307 N. 40th St. 
Yakima WA  98901 
509-452-2564 
lerum_k@hotmail.com 

Congratulations to Angela & Kevin Babst 
on the birth of Parker  Ryan. Parker was 
born May 12 and weighed 6 lb., 13 oz. Also 
rejoicing in the birth are grandparents Gary 
& Roxanne Reimer and Auntie Stacie! 
 

We extend our sympathy to 
Ed Johnson and Pam Lewis 
and the rest of the family at 
the loss of Peggy Johnson on 
May 1. Ed and Peggy have 
been members of GFBC for 
many years and have had a 

great impact on the church. We will miss 
Peggy. We continue to pray for and love Ed 
and the rest of the family. Gifts in memory of 
Peggy may be given to the Arthritis Founda-
tion. 
 

Church Matching Scholarships are awarded 
to the following collegiates: 
Jessi Miller , returning as a senior to George 
Fox University with a major in Organizational 
Communications. 
Angie Gill, returning as a senior to George 
Fox University with a major in Writing and 
Literature. 
Nathan Furumasu, incoming freshman to 
Corban College (formerly Western Baptist 
College) with a major in Secondary Educa-
tion. 
Jonsey Hendr ix, incoming freshman to 
Corban College (formerly Western Baptist 
College) with a major in Pastoral Studies. 
Congratulations to each of these students who 
have been awarded $400 that will be matched 
by their prospective colleges. 

Mom’s Morning Out, a week-
day preschool program, is cur-
rently accepting  applications 
for fall 2005. Forms are avail-
able at the Information Booth. 
For more information, contact 
Debbie Gill, 503-657-9803. 

Congratulations to our Graduates 
We have several graduating this year.  
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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from High School: 
 

Gladstone High School: 
Meredith Baker , Flight Attendant school 
Alli Dittmar to Eastern Washington Uni-
versity in Cheney WA 
Nathan Furumasu, to attend Corban Col-
lege, formerly Western Baptist 
Jonsey Hendrix to attend Corban College  
 

Rex Putnam High School: 
Kyle Ellis to Clackamas Community Col. 
Nicole Homberger to the University of 
Oregon 
Greg Newbloom and Sarah Simser head to 
U of O rival, Oregon State University. 
Krystal Salsky plans on entering a nursing 
program yet to be decided. 
 

Oregon City High School 
Kassandra Havens to Clackamas Commu-
nity College 
Stacie Reimer to Oregon State University 
Kam Thiele  to ITT Tech. 
 

Clackamas High School 
Eric Nelson will be attending University of 
Oregon 
 

Clackamas Community College 
Brock Kelland will be continuing his edu-
cation at Clackamas Community College. 
 
from College 
Marylin Furumasu  
George Fox University 
Bachelor of Social & Behavioral Sciences 
 
If we missed your graduate, please let us 
know. We want to share in your joy! 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Iglesia Bautista de Gladstone 
presented a delicious dinner 
and program as a fund raiser 
for their Mexico Mission 
Trip. 

Dan (wearing Kathy’s pink 
hat) wishes Ted and Kathy 
God’s blessings and abun-
dant joy in ministry as they 
leave for their next step in 
preparation for full-time 
Christian ministry. 

Joel & Becky Pyles hosted the 
AWANA leaders appreciation des-
sert. We greatly appreciate the 
hours of work and commitment 
Ron and Rose Brown have made to 
the AWANA program the past 
three years. 

Timothy Award winners 
John David and Mary Nelson 



 

 

I set out for the beach recently to seek some   
solitude with the Lord. It seemed to be the best 
choice for hearing His “still”  small voice. I 
planned on the perfect setting, complete with two 
chairs facing the ocean front window, as I would 
sit in one and envision my Lord in the other. My 
plan was to pray and be still and listen...and lis-
ten...and listen. Why wasn’ t I hearing anything? 
Why the seeming “static”? …. after several hours 
I just gave up and grabbed the TV remote con-
trol….after all, nothing was happening on the 
“spiritual”  front. 
�

I found my favorite channel, and guess what? .... 
nothing but static….and nothing else interested 
me because of my preoccupation with the Lord 
NOT TALKING TO ME! Well, I turned the TV 
off and went back to my chair and tried to listen, 
to be still...again...just silence...just static. 
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I returned home on Sunday in time for church, still 
musing over why the time I had planned for left 
me with no “ inspiration” ...  why???...this question 
was pursued with Pastor John & Barbara after 
membership class. I had asked Barbara if she ever 
experienced the silence of God. She asked me 
what God said the last time He did speak to me, 
and it was pretty revealing. Two things came to 
mind, and I had not as yet followed through with 
either. 
 

At the beginning of the following week I was sent 
a copy of one of Barbara’s daily devotional mes-
sages, and there is was...the answer...the reason I 
has missed a special time with God. I realized that 
all those “ inspirational”  times thus far were His 
gifts to me, and that you cannot choose them… 
make an idol of them...because they come as won-
derful surprises. 


