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Dear Church Family: In relationship to the connection with each
other, | would encourage you to use mealsto

Weee familiar with the adage do we "eat connect with your family. Make it a priority
to live or liveto eat?' But have you con- to have all of your family together for at least
sidered how important eating is when it one meal aday (sound impossible—most
comes to connecting with other people? meal s were always eaten together before the

industrial revolution!!).
. Eating has aways been a social function
‘ s\ (except when you are alone). People have In relation to fellow believers, | would en-
ing| P,:;gi‘;jfy“ &\ always gathered to share a meal—family, courage small groups to eat together. Make it
: ® " friends, social groups... and the church. apart of your weekly gathering. | would en-
reachingsesey | | | Theearly church had what was called the courage you to use the summer months as a
'ﬂﬁg{;scimesmp Agape, or love feast (Jude 12) which was time to connect with barbeques and other

00 :;;g;;;; ’Iﬂ' + also atime to share in breaking of bread enjoyable eating venues with each other peo-
Purpose 1 ¥/~ inwhat we now call communion. ple.
Eating was the excuse to gather, not the Also, when was the last time you invited
main reason. The main reason was to con- your _neighbor over for ameal? It's agreat
nect. It was to share across the table with outreach tool for connection! No pressure, no
fellow believers. It was a place to share hassle, just life-on-life with someone who
and commune. It was a place to laugh and lives within feet of your living room, yet
enjoy one another. It was a place of cele- maybe worlds apart from knowing you.
bration.
Think of these times as a place to connect,

How do you see eating today? Do you sit relate, share and celebrate, not just to fill the
down at your table and wolf down what gut with good food.
was put before you only to head back to
whatever you were "interrupted” from My love to you and prayers
doing? | must admit, thisis VERY con- for you,

victing to me as | am notorious for this

attitude. % s
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It was amagical blur, atime of joy and cele-
bration that went too fast.

It was also atime for growing up—for Dad.

Jeff and Brooke®wedding helped me to see
even more clearly the importance of that
"passing it on" processin our lives. It was
their gift to me, and | am very thankful.

Here are four stages that | went through with
my son that brought us to that special Friday
night in May—stages that we all go through
together as dads and moms and kidsin God's
family.

The“How?" Stage...

Early on with Jeff | was concerned with how
to make right decisions as a Dad—decisions
that Jeff couldn’t make, decisions that would
influence my son in ways that he could only

appreciate later in life.

The“How Do | Help?” Stage...

There came apoint in Jeff’slife where |
started to worry less about the details and
more about the heart of our relationship. As
Jeff matured and began making many of his
own decisions, Dad had to learn how to be-
come a cheerleader as well as a coach!

The“How Do | Help You?” Stage...

Do you remember the day that you finally
figured out that your child wasn’t going to
be exactly like you...and this was a good
thing? | can't tell you when it happened, but
there came a day when Jeff became a person
and not just a project. My goal was to nur-
ture and encourage his goals and not just
how | wanted him to accomplish mine.

The“How Dol Help You Help Others?”
Stage...

Jeff and Brooke have started their new life
together. Jeff isright in the middle of that
first “how” stage—"How do | be agood
husband?’ “How do | be a good provider?’
“How do | be the man of God in my new
household?” My goal now as Dad isto en-
courage my son to make sure he is helping
othersin their persona and spiritual growth
aswell as hisown.

When it comesto our church family, where

are you in these four stages?

- Working on the “how” part? Great!
Areyou already helping in some way?
Even better!!

Are you encouraging someone elsein
their walk with Christ? Better yet!!

Are you encouraging someone to en-
courage someone else? Thisisthe
goal—and thisiswhat discipleshipisall
about!!
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Have you ever wondered why most of our  to deal with preconceived objectionsto Chris-
church (building) neighbors don’t attend? tianity because of the relationship.

Have you ever thought about how we Matthew 28:18-20

would get them to church (building)? Then Jesus came to them and said, "All
authority in heaven and on earth has
Do you ever think about creating a pro- been given to me. Therefore go and make
gram to reach them? disciples of all nations, baptizing themin
the name of the Father and of the Son
Do you have avision of what that would and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
look like? to obey everything | have commanded
you. And surely | amwith you always, to
As| sit here at the computer this morning, the very end of the age."
typing out this news letter, | am full of
questions, perplexing questions that de- Now for the harder questions:
mand attention. But whose? See, another - If we areto make disciples of all nations,
question! what are the parameters of “al nations’?
- Isour country (USA) part of all nations?
Matthew 22:36-40 - Ifitis, then why don’t we treat our
"Teacher, which isthe greatest com- neighbors, defined as those we live next
mandment in the Law?" Jesus re- to, work with, and attend a church next to,
plied: " @ovethe Lord your God with asif wewere God's missionary to them?
all your heart and with all your soul - Arewe so comfortable behind the walls of
and with all your mind.€Thisisthe abuilding that we forget that WE ARE
first and greatest commandment. And THE CHURCH and the instrument that
the second islikeit: @ove your God has chosen to reach the world with
neighbor as yoursef.CAll the Law the gospel ? Yes, | believe that does mean
and the Prophets hang on these two in your sphere of influence as well—you
commandments.” may be the only Christ (reflection of) that

someone may ever seel

In Matthew 22:36-40 quoted above, Jesus
tellsuswe are to love God first and fore- It's a struggle to work though so many ques-
most, then our neighbors as ourselves. | tions. So you' ve seen some of my questions,
don’t know about you, but sometimes I’m what are yours, and how do we work these out
not so lovely, so how do we do that? Oops,  together?
another question!

Question? — Question? — Questions?
Maybe it’s like when | do something really
stupid and I’'m not feeling al that great
about myself, | still put up with me, my
junk. Not that | likeit; I'm just dealing
with it. So, since we have junk that we drag
around with us, maybe we can overlook the
junk the neighbor has and possibly doesn’t
even know itsjunk, and try our hand at
relationship?

It is quite possible that if we were to do
that, we just might earn an audience where
we can share our/God’ s story and not have
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On Mother’s Day at GFBC, families had the
opportunity to participate in a baby/child
dedication service. Thisisatime for parents
to bring their children before the congrega-
tion, thereby making a public statement that
they desire to raise their children in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord. Pastor
prayed for each child, asking for theLord’s
blessing on them, dedicating them to the
Lord, much like Simeon did when Joseph and
Mary brought Jesus to the temple for the first
time.

Another part of the baby/child dedication
time, isthe response of our commitment as a
church body to come alongside these families
and say, “Yes, we will support and encourage
these children as they grow. We will be your
extended family, and will come alongside
you parents to help teach these children about
God and His Word. We know you can’t do it
aone!”

As | watched Nic and Bridgit with Nicholas
Jr. and Ally, and Noelle with Chloe, | remem-
bered back to the times when my husband,

The
Journey
from

Joel, and | stood before our church family for
the same reason.

Our oldest child, Josh, is preparing to gradu-
ate from high school in just afew weeks. It
really doesn't seem like that long ago when
we held himin our arms for his baby dedica-
tion! As| think about al the interaction, ad-
monishment and encouragement he has had
with different members of our church family
al through his 18 years, | feel so blessed!
Our church family has been there, walking
beside Joel and I, helping to shape Josh into
the man that he isand will continue to be-
come.

| invite you to be a part of shaping the next
generation! | would encourage you to bless
and surround with love, these dear families
that stood before us. They are asking for you
to come alongside them as they raise their
children to know and love Jesus as their Sav-
ior and grow in their relationship with Him.
That decision—to follow Christ—is the most
important decision they will make in their
life and has eternal blessings!

Dedication

to

Graduation!
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On Mother’s Day, we had the honor of witnessing the dedication to the Lord of three
children and their parents: Noelle Cecil and her daughter Chloe; Nic and Bridgit K off
and their children Nicholas Jr and Alexandra.
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We extend our warmest welcome to the newest member s of
our church family!

Scott & Denise Aldrich

Jeff & Sandi Bottemiller

Nic & Bridgit Koff (pictured above)

Darrell & Gladys Savage

Gordon & Sharon Williams (pictured at |eft)
Photos of the Aldrichs, Bottemillers and Savages were unavailable at presstime.
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To My Church Family: | thank God for
timel ess gifts that bless my life year
through—for faith that lives and love that
gives and special friends like you. Blessings
to all of you. | what to thank al of you for
the prayers, cards, and love you have shown
me during the loss of my sister. | say thanks
again for awonderful family of God. /¢/
Rubye Hall

There are so many people to thank—
Everyone who called and visited and showed
love to Bill and me while hewasill and to al
the people who sent cards, flowers, donations
and attended the service. And thank you for
all the wonderful food. | appreciate and love
everyone. /9 Cathy Russel and family

Sandraand | thank everyone for their prayers
and cards in the passing of our loved one, my
grandson. /s/ CeceliaMarch

Thank you to those involved in renewing and
brightening up the men’ s restroom. /s/ Jim
Barry

Thank you for praying for Mark after having
back surgery. He isrecovering well, although
he is extremely cautious. We praise the Lord
for the good results and healing that has
taken place. /9 Pete & Jill Stuck
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It's Free! Women'sMinistry is planning
a Gladstone community outreach on Au-
gust 26. We need your help now in order to
have things ready. The plan isto have peo-
ple from the community come to the
church and “shop” for clothing, household
items, and new school supplies. Everything
will be donations, so there will be NO
CHARGE to the shoppers. Bring your do-
nations of new or gently used clothing for
all ages, useful household items in good
condition, and NEW school suppliesto the
bin at the south coat rack...or, gather them
at home and bring them to the church
building the Friday before the event. For a
list of specific school supplies, see Christy
Palmer.

1By B

o



+ +) ++#

Congratulationsto thisyear’'s
Timothy Award winners from
GFBC:

Claire Bondietti

Annelise Early

Ryan Mellmer.

The Timothy Award isthe highest award in
the regular AWANA program and is earned
by completing al four booksin TnT. This
year’ s recipients have been lifelong AWANA
clubbers and have memorized hundreds of
verses and Scripture passages over the years.
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Ryan and his mom, Chrystel Mellmer

Children’s Ministry
Director Becky Pyles
presentsthisyear's
GFBC Timothy
Awards. Also receiving
special recognition:
Bailey Groshong, who
earned her Excellence

Award.
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The Apostle Paul wasin Macedoniawhen he
wrote 2 Corinthians 8:24. Therefore show these
men the proof of your love and the reason for
our pridein you, so that the churches can see
it. He wrote on in chapter 9:7-8: Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for

$23,829 Giving
-$1,518 94%

God loves a cheerful giver. And God isable to
make all grace abound to you, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need,
you will about in every good work.

Thanks, Paul, for this sermon on the amount.



Being graduated from Clackamas High:

%

from Westside Christian:

Marcus Bennett

from Gladstone High: ®
Danae Lietzke
Danielle Martin .
Josh Pyles l\
Katie Ruby i
Stephanie Tombleson

from Milwaukie High:
Erik Bingenheimer
Andrew Ertz
Lynae Gallaway
David Wilson

from Rex Putnam High:
Justin Bell
Olga Bondar
Jason Salsky

Jenny Kenote

Meredith Baker was graduated from Airline
Academy in Vancouver, WA

Angela Gill graduated from George Fox Univer-
sity with a BA in Writing and Literature

If we missed listing
your graduate,
please contact the
church office with
details. We would love to
rejoice with you!



