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Dear Church Family, 
 
I’ ve recently been struck with a sense of 
urgency regarding our need to reach the 
lost for Christ, both personally and cor-
porately. I’ ve always had a desire to reach 
the lost, but when you feel a sense of ur-
gency, your thoughts and actions begin to 
focus on your desires. 
 
A verse that convicts me in this area and 
has made me develop some focus is Acts 
18:10. The Apostle Paul is in Corinth on 
his second missionary journey and has just 
made a major shift from focusing primarily 
on the Jews to now moving almost exclu-
sively to the Gentiles. In a vision from  
Jesus, Paul is given confirmation about his 
shift in focus. Part of what the Lord said to 
him was, “ I  have many people in this 
city.”  What I gather from this is that Jesus 
is saying, “Paul, I’ ve got work to be done 
in this town. You are my mouthpiece. Roll 
up your sleeves and get to work!”  
 
In saying “we”  have work to do in Clacka-
mas County, what is that work? Since there 
are still many people in this town who 
don’ t know Jesus, then our work as indi-
viduals and as a church should have some 
significant muscle flexed on reaching those 
people. But when I look at what we do as a 
church, I can safely say that only a small 
part of our effort is related to the lost. Is 
that embarrassing, convicting, and, dare I 
say, shameful? I’m not trying to create a 
guilt trip here, but I am speaking from a 
sense of urgency. Do I follow through on 
that sense of urgency? Honestly, I don’ t as 
much as I should. I want to change that. 
 
Two challenges related to this have come 
our way. One relates to small groups and 
the focus we should have of moving from 
the living room into the community. Even 
though we have recently begun small 
groups, and we are still forming a sense of 
identity and connection, we need to main-

tain a healthy tension that says we can’ t get 
ingrown and focus only on ourselves. Our 
small groups can become a great outreach 
tool. Let’s think and pray of ways our small 
group can have mission. 
 
A second area that relates to outreach has 
to do with youth and children. We are in 
the process of equipping a few of our High 
School students through Child Evangelism to 
prepare them for leading back yard clubs. 
We are also preparing for our own VBS that 
is going to have a very outreach-oriented 
distinctive. We want to reach our community 
this summer with the Gospel and we will be 
putting some muscle into this process 
through Kathy Fox’s focus with CEF and 
what we are planning with Adventure 
Week. Mark your calendar for August 1-5 
for our evening VBS program. That means 
many of you can participate in helping as it 
won’ t interfere with work. We are encourag-
ing small groups to band together to be a part 
of the muscle of service in this area. 
 
This is just a few tangible ways we can see 
our urgency come to fruition. I am burdened 
to see even more effort. I would love to see 
more students and adults equipped to share 
their faith. Who wasn’ t moved on Sunday, 
June 12 when Tia Alexander gave her testi-
mony before being baptized? After living a 
very difficult life, God provided His saving 
grace through Jesus to her and now she is 
unashamed to share the Good News with 
those who are lost. Here’s a 15 year old who 
is out-pacing many of us in her burden to 
share the Gospel. What a testimony of ur-
gency lived out!! May we catch fire like her 
to participate in giving thought and focus to 
the “many people God has in this city.”  
 
My love to you and prayers for you, 
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What if Gladstone First Baptist disappeared 
into a hole in the ground—would any of the 
neighbors miss it? 
 
This question, asked by Monte Schmidt at 
our last Small Group Leader’s meeting, has 
been rattling around in my head as we head 
into summer. 
 
Another statement he made was, The most 
effective place to share Jesus today is outside 
the four walls of the church—not inside. 
Why? Because the reputation of “ the church”  
in general is based on what people see and 
hear in the news everyday—and you see and 
hear what they do just as much as I do. 
 
This doesn’ t make the church meaningless. It 
just means that more and more the personal 
journey to faith begins with that first cup of 
coffee, the help in the yard, fixing the faucet, 
sharing joys and hurts with no strings at-
tached. 

 
What do we do about this? Several things we 
are doing this summer involve our Small 
Groups and Children’s Ministries. Each 
Small Group leader has been challenged to 
ask the questions: “How can we be the hands 
and feet of Jesus in our community?”  and 
“How do we take our Small Group outside 
of the living room?”  
 
An application of this is coming up with this 
year’s Vacation Bible School program 
(called Adventure Week) coming up Au-
gust 1-5. Instead of meeting in the church, 
we will be setting up tents in the north field 
so it becomes more of a neighborhood thing 
and not just an inside-the-church thing. 
 
Be praying for us as we pray for creative 
ways to “get outside the four walls”  so what 
happens inside the four walls becomes more 
and more exciting this summer and fall. 
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The Golf Tournament this year is on July 
30 at Springwater Golf Course. Tee time 
will be 9:00 am. There are a limited number 
of slots for players, so it is important to sign 
up early. For the first time, both Men and 
Women are invited to participate. Cost 
was not available at press time, but will be 
one of the best buys for a golf tournament to 
be found anywhere! 

 
Watch for opportunities 
to sign up in Tucker 
Hall    several Sundays 
before the tournament. 
Contact Bill Russel or 
Don    Megrath for more 
information. 

 

 

Men's Roundup 
2005 at Camp Tad-
mor is set for Sep-
tember 9-11. This 
year there will be an-
other great lineup of 
speakers and musicians, along with the ca-
maraderie of your fellow men from GFBC 
and other churches from the great North-
west.  
 
Special speaker this year is Steve Farrar, 
with Brent Lamb and Rescue for music, 
along with the always impressive Men©s 
Roundup worship band.  
 
More information is available in Tucker Hall 
between services during the summer 
months. Be sure to sign up early, as the 
cabin spaces go really quick! 



 

 

� � � 
 � � � � � �  � !� � � 
 � � � � � �  � !� � � 
 � � � � � �  � !� � � 
 � � � � � �  � ! 



� "  � 
� "  � 
� "  � 
� "  � 
 ++++ 





I am sitting in the comfort of my office right 
now writing to you this Messenger article.  I 
write this only in response to a phone call I 
just received for Fallujah, Iraq. Lance Corpo-
ral Nathan Lerum called me today. Nathan is 
a driver for fellow Marine Corp grunts who 
live in the heat of battle 24 hours a day.   
 
Nathan shared with me how yesterday he 
was almost shot in the head. He was in con-
versation with his buddies when sharpshoot-
ers began to shoot at them. Luckily, the 
shooters were stopped. Unfortunately, it led 
to the death of terrorist men. I stress 
“unfortunately”  for the sake of life. 
 
To tell you the truth, I have mixed emotions 
about this. I remember being a part of Desert 
Storm and thanking God that I was never in 
the heat of battle in this capacity. I am re-
lieved that two more terrorists are out of 
commission, yet it was at the expense of los-
ing lives. I try to reconcile in my mind serv-
ing in the Army over there and now Nathan 
Lerum and Ryan Gill.   
 
Nathan let’s me know that there are many 
close calls, yet I sense some of his concern 
with too many close ones. I am impressed 
with his courage and fearful for his determi-
nation. I continue to pray that God protects 
him and uses him to minister. 
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Nathan filled me in as well that he sleeps at 
Iraqi Terrorist Camp in Fallujah. His room is 
a vacated terrorist hideout still baring the 
marks of blood stained walls. He says he tries 
not to worry too much about home so he can 
keep his head clear. I can say to Miles, it is a 
proud day to be a father of such a young man. 
 
I think of Ryan receiving his Purple Heart for 
being wounded in battle. I wonder how he 
will be changed. Well, that will probably al-
ready be answered by the time you read this 
article since he will be here...was here. I con-
tinue to pray that God will protect him as 
well.   
 
Some 12 years later I still battle in my mind 
and heart this thing called war. But in the 
midst of my lack of understanding, I know 
that God will take care of us who know Jesus 
as our Savior and only way to heaven. Don’ t 
forget to pray for these two young men, and 
remember Bryan Lietzke as he travels for the 
military in operations of need in hostile situa-
tions as well. 
 
May God be glorified somehow through the 
world’s struggles, 
 
Dan 

We still need funds for work projects. The 
local Youth Outreach Center is only two 
years old and needs much work to continue 
the preparation for ministry opportunities. We 
will need to raise funds to resurface a basket-
ball court, clean up the concert stadium, and 
paint the inside and out.   
 
Call Pastor Dan at 971.235.6035. Please pray 
that we reach our goal for the trip. Call and 
see how you can help in other ways as well. 
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Our young people have seen the need to 
reach out to others in the name of Christ, and 
we are proud and excited about their decision 
to do something about it. 
 
You can help support our summer youth mis-
sion trip. Please pray for us as we head to 
Eastern Oregon in order to support a number 
of rural churches in the Wallowa valley for 
youth outreach and growth.   
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

 

 

6pm Hispanic Dea-
cons in office 

 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

4—OFFICE 
      CLOSED 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Youth 
Mission trip mtg 
 
6:30pm Youth 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Elder Board 

7 
 
 
 
6:30p Worship Tm 
 
7pm Hispanic Men 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
6pm Primetimers 
   Potluck 
 
 

9 
 
7am-all day 
Hispanics in kitchen 
 
 
7pm Hispanic 
Youth 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
6:30pm Leadership 
Training for Adven-
ture Week 
 
7pm Hispanic ladies 
in the chapel 

12 
 
 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
6:30pm Youth 
6:45pm Men’s Min-
istry Team Mtg 
7pm Finance Team 
 

13 
 
 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
 
 
 
7pm Jubilant Song 

14 
 
 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
 
6:30pmWorship Tm 
Roundup Rehearsal 
 

15-Messenger  
         Deadline 
 
 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 
Youth Return 
 
 
Hispanic Service 
Ordinations 

18 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Leadership 
Training for Adven-
ture Week 

19 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
 

20 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Elder Board 

21 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
 
 
6:30pm Worship 
Tm 
 

22 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
Primetimers Outing 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
9am Worship Band 
    Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 

24 
Hispanic BBQ 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 

 

6:30pm Adventure 
Week Neighborhood 
Canvas 

26 
8am N.I.S.E. 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
7pm Portland 
Rescue Mission 
7pm Roundup 
Rehearsal 

27 

8am N.I.S.E. 

 

 

 

 

7pm Jubilant Song 

28 

8am N.I.S.E. 

 

 

6:30pm Worship 
Tm 

29 

8am N.I.S.E. 

 
Mom’s Morning Out, a weekday preschool program, is cur-
rently accepting applications for Fall 2005. Forms are available 
at the information table. For more information, contact Debbie 
Gill, 503-657-9803. 

31 

30 

Men’s Golf Tourna-
ment 

 

Set up for Adven-
ture Week 

Youth to Enterprise . . . Mission Trip 

Hipsanic VBS 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 

8am N.I.S.E. 

2 

8am N.I.S.E. 
8am Youth Day 
    Hike 
 
 
Roundup Rehearsal 

3 

 

 

 

7pm Elder Board 

4 

 

 

 

6:30pm Worship 
Team 

5 

 

 

 

 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Hispanic ladies 
in the chapel 

9 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
6:45pm Men’s Min 
    Team 
7pm Finance Team 
7pm Jubilant Song 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Worship Tm 
 
7pm Hispanic Men 

12 
 
 
 
6pm Hispanic Dea-
cons in office 
 
6pm Primetimers 
   Potluck 
 
 

13 
 
 
7pm Hispanic 
Youth 

14 
 
 

15-Messenger  
        deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Elder Board 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pmWorship Tm 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
Roundup Rehearsal 
7pm Portland Rescue 
Mission 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Worship 
Tm 
 

26 
 
 
Primetimers Outing 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
9am CM Teacher 
    Training 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
Family Forum 

29 
 
 

 

 

30 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
 

31 

 

 

 

 

Family Campout  

Family Campout  

Youth to Mariner Game 

Adventure Week—6:00-8:30pm 
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Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Nic Koff 
who were married at GFBC 

 on Saturday, June 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessi Miller  
and    Jona-
than Gilroy 

were united in       
marriage at 

GFBC 
on May 28. 

We pray God’s 
richest bless-
ings on this 

young couple as they begin their life together. 
Dale Ballantyne and Sandra Chaney 

were united in marriage at 
The Springs 

on Saturday, June 25. 
Dale’s comment was that he had to wait 40 
years for the right woman, but she is worth 

the wait! 
Voted into membership on June 12 were: 
 

Leila Murrel 
L inda Robinson 
Alicia Havens 
Brandon Walker  
Dan &  L isa Howard 
Ray &  Susan David 
Janice Herman 
 

Please make an opportunity to welcome these 
people personally and encourage them in 

We were blessed to have 
one of our extended staff 
members, Doug 
Valenzuela, bring us a 
message from God’s 
Word and his heart on 
Sunday, June 5.  
 
On Sunday, June 19 (after 
this issue went to press), 
Mel Davis, another ex-
tended staff member serving in Slovenia, en-
couraged and challenged us with his message. 
 
We are pleased to join with these families in 
taking the Gospel around the world. 

Thomas & Linda DeYoung 
503-653-1260 
 
Tom & Debbie Tillman 
heartsoflove1@comcast.net 

 

Baptized on June 12 were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

father and son, Ernest and J.R. Hart and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tia Alexander . 



 

 

Warmer weather is here 
and the youth are having 
the opportunity to 
be involved in 
more activities to 
draw them to-
gether as family. 
In these pictures 

%�  � � �� � &�� ' 
 �� � � �� � �( � � � � � �

they are enjoying a BBQ at 
the home of the Youngloves. 


