* + '
$, =
| "
# $ "
# %
$ & ' @)
Lo 0
OFFICE HOURS
8:30 AM-5:00 PM, M-Th
8:30-Noon, F

Rev. Brian Early, Senior Pastor

John E. Baker, Associate Pastor

Dave Charlson, Director
Youth Ministries

Becky Pyles, Director
Children’s Ministries

Director of
Church Administration
Frank Hoffman

Elder Board
Rick Gill
Frank Hoffman
Don Megrath, Chairman
Joel Pyles
Ron Taylor
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Dear Church Family:

Aswe all make various trips and travel
plans for the summer, do we include how
we are to represent God in those plans?
What | mean by thisis do we “ check-out”
from God and the idea that we are His 24-7
and we are to be His representatives no
matter where we go and what we do?

| was encouraged with something our
youth director Dave Charlson did for four
of our youth. Emily Early, Lynae and
Elizabeth Gallaway and Grace Miller are
working at Trout Creek Bible Camp this
summer. Before they left, Dave presented
each of these students with a certificate that
says they are missionaries from GFBC rep-
resenting God and us at the Bible Camp. In
talking to Emily, | know it gave her an ex-
trasense of “mission” and that sheis not
going out alone and forgotten. But it also
impressed on her that she represents God
and our church, her spiritua family, as she
goes.

That speaks volumes toward the notion that
we do what we want when we want with
no strings attached. Whether we work at a
Chrigtian camp, go on amission trip, or go
on vacation, is there any “punching out” on
God' stime clock? We represent Him no
matter what we are doing AND we are
members of one another at GFBC even if
we are in Europe or camping at Mt. Hood.

L et me encourage you in three waysto
keep your covenant with God while on va-
cation:

Don’t take a vacation from seeking God.
Jealously guard your devotional time with
Him. Even if it means some kind of adjust-
ment, don’t forget Him and your time with
Him.

Don’t take a vacation from representing
God. God can use you in remarkable ways

while away from home if you let Him. Watch
for ways to share your faith: serving family;
ministering grace and compassion to wait-
resses, hotel clerks, neighboring campers.

Don’t take a vacation from wor ship on
Sunday. We are not under law but under
grace. At the same time Paul says don't use
our freedom for an occasion to fulfill our sin-
ful desires (Gaatians 5:13). | believe we
should be gathering with other believers on
Sunday mornings, even on vacation at the
beach, in the mountains or desert. Goto a
church of like-kind wherever you are. Enjoy
the virtues of other expressions of worship
and fellowship wherever you may be.

If you are a parent, | can’'t underscore this
enough, as you help paint a picture of prior-
ity for your children by your actions. If your
Christian life, ministry and church attendance
are only for when you are home, then you are
telling your children that it is compartmental -
ized and not truly sincerein al of who you
are. Do your children see you do things on
vacation that you would never do at home?
What does that tell them? Show them by ex-
ample that we don'’t take vacations from

God, but that you love the Lord your God
with ALL your heart, soul, mind and strength
and at ALL time.

Have a great vacation this summer, but have
agreat time honoring God in your vacation
and representing Him and us along the way!

My love to you and prayers for you,




| am a people person. | respond best when |
am able to encourage others and they encour-
age me. | love it when | go somewhere that

I’ ve never been and feel “at home” because
of the warmth and welcome that | experi-
ence.

Because of this, | am so thankful for the
comments | am hearing over and over—*“One
of the reasons we liked your church is be-
cause we felt at home when we walked in the
door.”

How does that happen? There really isno
magic formula. Duane does not have a quota
of people to greet each week; we don't keep
track of how many bulletins we hand out or
guestions we answer. We do keep track of
those who visit—and more and more of them
are saying, “Thisiswhere | want to be.”

But there is something else at work here that

| hope you redlize. We are growing up and
growing together not just because of “good
times’ but because of “tough times’ too. As
together we experience heartaches aswell as
joy, God gives us a chance to become even
more attractive to others on the outside be-
cause of Hiswork in us and through us.

| Peter 1:6,7: In thisyou greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.
These have come so that your faith —of
greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire—may be proved
genuine and may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is reveal ed.

It's great to be a part of a church family that
Is practicing the kind of genuine, visible
faith that resultsin praise, glory and honor to
Jesus both now and for eternity!!!

CBNW WOMEN’'S CAMP
JULY 14-16, 2006
Camp Tadmor

Set up road signs;

Take note of the highway,
the road that you take.
Jeremiah 31:21

Speaker: Mary Ann Zimmerman, one of
our very own campers. Y ou may know her
as past Camp Coordinator, throwing out
chocolate hugs, Past President, Camp
Nurse, or a Workshop leader. Mary Ann’s
passion isfor othersto discover God in
everyday life. Sheisapractica speaker,
and you will go away with specific ideas to
put into action in your life. Using lots of
scripture, she will be speaking on how to
respond to life' s daily encounters.

Musicians: JBC WOW!

Jefferson Baptist Church Women of Worshipis
a Christian music group from Jefferson, OR.
They minister to women'’s groups around the
state and are involved in both performance and
worship leading. They strive to create mean-
ingful, Christ-centered experiences wherever

put up guideposts.they go

Workshops
EvelynBlom. .. .. “What Next?’
Amy Weinkauf . . . .. “Solace for the Soul”

New ThisYear
Pajama Party (Lodge, Friday evening)
Thereturn of the Nametag Contest.

Contact Debbie Tuneberg for prices and de-
tails.




It comes in the mail, you can get it on the
web, and it can be picked up at the church
information center. Y es, that’ s right, were
talking about the church newsletter, The
Messenger. Y ou know, light grey in color
and about 10 or so pages with various arti-
clesfrom the staff. Remember?

Well, we are trying to determine what
makes a great newsletter and we need your
help!

What isit that you read? Is it cover to
cover or just particular articles? Do you
find yourself drawn to certain writers? Or
isit the calendar? Or better yet—just the
financial report? Maybe it’ s the pictures?
SERIOUSLY —we want to find out what it
isyou would like to seein this newsletter!

As we write articles each month our hope
is that, in some way, we are encouraging
interest and discussion about lifein the
body of believersat GFBC. | don't just
mean only the life that happens inside the
walls of thisbuilding, not that thisisn’t
important, but also what happens (or
should) when we leave. Have we captured
your interest or caused you to discuss or
ponder atopic? Ever? Has one of the arti-
cles ever prompted you to action? If not,
what would?

We as a staff are going through the throes
of defining the who, what, when and where
of our newdletter, trying to discover the
precise formulathat will create a document
that isinformative, relevant, convicting,
encouraging, and yes, maybe even down
right inspiring to you, our readers—where
is Greg Newbloom when you need a math
genius to figure out a problem like this?
(More than likely he's hiding out in some
dark room playing with nanotubes or
something—just like him to be goofing off
when he's really needed!)

Well, being short of our ciphering master
who might possibly come up with some
magical solution to the perfect combina-

" # !

tions that would make a balanced newsletter—
let’ sask some questions and see if we can
work through this together!

Isour current newdetter relevant toyou? If
not, what would be of interest to you? Not that
we can satisfy everyone, but the more infor-
mation, the closer we will get.

Are certain topics more interesting? Perhaps
more theology driven articles or specia inter-
est stories about individuals and their experi-
ences?

Let’s take this even a step further! Have you
ever fancied yourself as a columnist for alocal
paper? Guess what? This could beit! Y our
creative writing skills could be used for some-
thing more than reminders on post-it notes,
shopping lists, or filling out your registration
form on Sunday mornings (not many practic-
ing that one!). Could it possibly be that some-
one would want to create an article on the
happenings in our community and how we
believers could add alittle light to events that
are going on right under our noses? Opportuni-
ties to use the talents that God has given to
you may be closer to your fingertips than you
reaize! Isthere any reason that The Messenger
is astaff only endeavor?

So now we're back to the beginning. It comes
in the mail, you can get on the web, and you
can pick it up at church! BUT — DO YOU
READ IT?1'd like to know!

Phone#: 503-654-7728 X224
E-mail: youth@qgfbcfamily.org

Let’s communicate!
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‘SUNDAY ‘MONDAY ‘TUESDAY ‘WEDNESDAY ‘THURSDAY ‘FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
9-12:30 Hispanic
Ladiesin kitch/13
12pm Hispanic
Ministry Meeting
6pm Y ounglove
birthday
4pm Worship
Team
2 3 4—Office Closed 5 6 7 8
8am 1st servicereh
9 & 10:45am
Worship
4pm Worship
Team
6pm Hispanic Wor- 6:30pm Youth 7pm Elder Board
ship 5pm Hispanic men
in Chapel
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8am 1<t servicereh
9 & 10:45am
Worship
4pm Worship
6:30pm Youth 6:45pm Fellowship Team
6pm Hispanic Wor- 6:45pm Men’sMin Team Mtg
ship 7pm Ensemble
7pm Finance Team
Women's Camp at Tadmor
16-Women’'sCamp | 17 18 19 20 21 22
8am 1st servicereh
9 & 10:45am 12pm Primetimer
Worship Picnic @
Clackamette Park 4pm Worship Tm
7pm AWANA Family 5 pm Hispanic men
6:30pm Y outh Fun Night in Chapel
6pm Hispanic svce 7pm Elder Board
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9 \%vlosésam 9am Golf Tourna-
P /30 31 ment
1pm
Church 9& 6:30 Youth 4pm Worship Tm
Picnic 10:45am 7 pm Ensemble
Worship VBS 7pm Ptld Rescue

Begins

Mission




AUGUST 2006

‘SUNDAY ‘MONDAY TUESDAY  |WEDNESDAY |THURSDAY ‘FRIDAY ‘SATURDAY
1 2 3 | 4 5 — Parade
Vacation Bible School — 6:30-8:30 pm 9-12:30 Hispanic
Ladiesin kitch/13
12noon Hispanic
Men's Meseting
7pm Elder Board 4pm Worship
Team
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8am 1gt servicereh - -
9 & 10:45am Hispanic VBS
Worship
4pm Worship
Team
6pm Hispanic Wor- 6:30pm Youth 6pm Primetimers
ship 6:45pm Men'sMin Potluck 5pm Hispanic men
7pm Ensemble in Chapel
7pm Finance Team
13 14 15-Messenger 16 17 18 19
8am 1<t servicereh Deadline
9 & 10:45am
Worship All-Church Camp Out
6:30 AWANA Family
Fun Night Hispanic Wedding
6pm Hispanic Wor- 7pm Elder Board 6pm Rehearsal
ship 6:30pm Youth
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
All-Church Camp Out
8am 1< serviceren
9 & 10:45am 11am Wedding 4pm Worship Tm
Worship 5 pm Hispanic men
6:30pm Y outh in Chapel
7 pm Ensemble Primetimers Day
6pm Hispanic svce 7 pm Ptld Rescue Activity
Mission
27 28 29 30 31
8am 14t servicereh
9 & 10:45am
Worship
12:30pm Family
Forum 6:30 Youth
6pm Hispanic svce
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| love summer! It isabreak from the harried
pace of the school year—no school bus to
catch or homework due, and most sports are
taking a bresk. It's warm outside, the days are
longer, flowers are in bloom everywhere, and
families take much-needed vacations.

Alas, even though we look forward to taking
that family vacation, these words will come
out of your child’s mouth... “I’'m BORED!!”
And then there’ s those affectionate sibling
conflictsthat arise requiring your expert
refereeing skills! Why does this kind of be-
havior come out when we are trying to enjoy
avacation? Could it be that sometimes when
we vacation, we thoughtlessly take a break
from our relationship with God, along with
the break from work, home or school ? It's
sure good to know that God never takes a
vacation from us! He thinks of us continually,
because He loves and cares for us. Even
though you will be away from your church,
set aside some time each day to remind your
family of the wonderful gift we have of a

God who loves us.

Vacation Devotions for Familiesis a great
tool to usefor just that task! Y ou can find
this free 7-day devotiona booklet at:

http://www.ctai nc.com/images/art/V acationD
evo.pdf

There are even a couple of fun games to play
with your kids while traveling in the car!

Even if you don’t go on a vacation this sum-
mer, don't forget to use those extra daylight
hoursto talk with your kids about the Lord
“...when you sit at home, and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down, and when
you get up...” (Deut. 6:7)

Enjoy this summer with your family...before
we know it September will be here, and the
school bus will be rounding the corner to
pick up the kids!

TURNED I-\ROUND
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|~ Losses in
Our Church Family

1
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To al the Church Family:
I would like to thank you for getting Tom
DeY oung a power lift chair that he much
needed. With the help of you and your gra-
cious giving to the Benevolence Fund, we
were able to get the chair he needed. God
bless you. /9 Thomas & Linda DeY oung

Our lives were blessed by the lives of these
dear ones and we will greatly miss them.
We trust in God' s unchanging grace for
comfort and peace as we make the adjust-
ment to life here without them. May God's
presence be very real to the families during
thistime.

We extend our sympathy to MaryJane
Martindale in the death of her son, Pat, who
passed away suddenly on Sunday, June 11, in
Vancouver WA. Please remember MaryJane
and her family in your prayers asthey go
through this difficult time.

After alengthy illness, Yvonne Bless went
home to the Lord on Monday, June 12. We
will missthis dear lady who quietly and ea-
gerly served her heavenly Father and her
church family. A service honoring her life
was held on June 15. Memoria contributions
in her name may be made to either Wil-
lamette Falls Hospice or Gladstone First
Baptist Church.

Ina Mae " Sissy” Edwards passed from this
life to the next on Friday, June 16. A memo-
rial service was held in her honor on Tues-
day, June 20. Gifts may be given in honor of
Inato the mission organization of your
choice or to the Multiple Sclerosis Society of
Portland.

We received word that 22-year-old Darcy
Quick, who attended GFBC with her family,
Tom & Elinore Quick and sister Amanda,
until they moved to Illinois four years ago,
diedin afaling accident in Mt Rainier Na-
tional Park on June 16. Serviceswerein
Sumner WA on June 22. Memorial gifts may
be madeto A Christian Ministry in the Na-
tional Park, 10 Justin’s Way, Freeport ME
04032 or to Pierce County Search and Res-
cue.

Psalm 115:15 says: Precious [dear, costly] in
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.

It's Free! Women's Ministry is planning
a Gladstone community outreach on Au-

gust 26. We need your
help now in order to

e

havethingsready. The .. Your A&
plan isto have people Good 2
from the community omations
cometothechurchand it Nee?fg

“shop” for clothing,
household items, and new school supplies.
Everything will be donations, so there will
be NO CHARGE to the shoppers. Bring
your donations of new or gently used cloth-
ing for al ages, useful household itemsin
good condition, and NEW school supplies
to the bin at the south coat rack...or, gather
them at home and bring them to the church
building the Friday before the event. For a
list of specific school supplies, see
Christy Palmer.

GFBC FAMILY GIVING
1/1/06--6/18/06

General Fund YTD

Budget $173,075

Giving  $152431
($20,644) 88%

MissionsYTD

Budget  $30,175

Giving  $27,796

($2,379) 92%
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For safety reasons we do not publish the names of our children, but we rejoice in this milestonein
their lives. Congratulations!
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The annual all-church campout will be at Cham-
poeg State Park this year, just down I-5 from us.
What a great way to get to know your church
family!

% @1 » Because the campout is so close
—— thisyear, wewill not have worship
at the church building on Sunday, August 20.
Maps and/or transportation will be provided that
morning for everyone who is not able to join us

for the rest of the campout.

If you have questions, please contact the church
office.

% 1

Pastor Miguel Castillo and hiswife, Gladys are
returning to the ministry of the Hispanic Church
after several years of ministering elsewhere. We
are looking forward to working with them and
seeing what God has in store as they begin this
new-old adventure!

On Sunday, July 2, at 12:30 pm Pastor Miguel
will begin his ministry with

the congregation and will be

installed in his position as

Pastor. Pastor Brian Early

will participate in thisinstal-

lation. The Hispanic Congre-

gation will welcome the Cas-

tillo's at areception later in

the day.



