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Adventure of Faith. 
�

Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be the glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen 

                             —Ephesians 3:20 (NASB) 
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Dear church family: 
 
Recently I read an article from a periodical 
for pastors and Christian leaders. It was 
trying to highlight how we define the com-
mitment that a Christian should have to 
their local church. It was an interesting 
comparison of ideas. Here's a summary:  
 
One pastor says we are members of the 

universal body of Christ so it is not 
about joining a human organization. 

  
Another pastor said every follower of Jesus 

is a member of His body, so we are 
either a faithful member of the church 
or a disobedient one. A way to be obe-
dient is to invest your life as a 
"Kingdom stockholder" into the 
things that really matter. 

 
Another pastor said the term membership 

is pretty much obsolete for our present 
cultural setting and mission. They ask 
people to partner with the church as a 
part of the movement. The process is 
described as " coming on staff"  rather 
than becoming a member. 

 
Another pastor also agrees that the term 

"membership" is no longer valid. To-
day, people have a membership at 
gyms. They call their people to 
"partnership." They feel that our gen-
eration is dying to hear a call to com-
mitment. 

 
I for one agree with the latter two pastors. 
Membership seems so institutional and 
vague in terms of the call we have to one 
another. Partnership states clearly that we 
are here together for a purpose and that we 
believe in that purpose. As a result, there 
are certain obligations that come with that 
partnership. It almost sounds like marriage, 
doesn't it!! When Tracy and I committed to 
be married, we obligated ourselves to live 
in partnership with each other in a commit-

ment that is mutual, binding and in service 
and respect of each other through the love of 
Jesus. Another word for this is "covenant." 
But again, this is good word that has some 
baggage attached to it, so it also may not 
speak the essence of what we are asking peo-
ple to do. 
 
When we see the New Testament church un-
fold in Acts, we see how a natural develop-
ment came about that bound God's people 
together to do whatever it took to make His 
name proclaimed in their towns. When you 
consider your commitment to Jesus Christ as 
it relates to GFBC, what do you envision? I 
trust that you see the idea of partnership as a 
valid aspect. Partnership toward the cause of 
Christ through time, talent and treasure are 
vital components of how we work together 
for the cause of Christ. 
  
As we head into the fall to “Grow Deeper 
and Reach Further,”  it will take all of us to 
partner together in time, talent and treasure 
to truly make a difference. Pray and keep 
your eyes open for how you can partnership 
here at GFBC. 
 
My love to you and prayers for you,  
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Spir itual Gifts 
I am thankful for signs of life in our church 
this summer, especially with an ongoing 
ministry team that is prayerfully handling 
changes in staffing and continuing to press 
forward at the same time with what we be-
lieve God wants us to do. 
 
Before I move ahead to where we are going, 
I know many of you have ongoing questions 
about spiritual gifts and specifically how to 
know 1) what your gift is and 2) how to use 
it. Don’ t let up in your commitment to under-
stand your purpose as a part of the body of 
Christ! I will help any way I can – drop      
me an email at john@gfbcfamly.org with 
questions, prayer requests, and especially 
testimonies to what God is showing you from 
His Word as you venture forth in this area of 
purpose. 
 
Finding and using your spiritual gift takes… 
 …Prayer 
 …Time 
 …Godly Counsel 
 …Perseverance 
 
It’ s one of those things we do together, and I 
am already thankful for reports of God work-
ing in individuals as they seek to understand 
their gift(s). 
 
Small Groups 
Speaking of one of those things we do to-
gether, we will be having a specific opportu-
nity for anyone wanting to be involved in a 
Small Group to sign up this fall. Look for 
more information as to new groups and 
groups that you can join in September. 

This fall we will be concentrating on an ex-
ternal focus and expanded options in our 
Small Group ministry. 
 
The external focus means that we will be 
taking steps of growth to learn how to reach 
our community with our groups and to get 
past just maintaining our “program” from 
week to week. Vacation Bible School was a 
perfect example of many of our Small 
Groups working together to impact our 
neighborhood for Jesus – if you haven’ t 
done it already, you can catch a glimpse of 
what happened at 
www.adventureweek.blogspot.com. 
 
The expanded options means we will be 
adding new curriculum options for new 
groups that comes alongside the groups that 
are currently halfway through the 40 Weeks 
of Purpose. These options will begin to set 
the stage for what will happen in all the 
groups in 2006. 
 
Music and Worship 
I am thankful for our Worship Leaders for 
both services and for steps of growth in the 
organizational side of what we are trying to 
accomplish. Tom Miller as our head sound 
engineer and Linda Miller as our 2nd service 
personnel coordinator are invaluable, as well 
as Andy Lyttle and Paul Kenote in the 1st 
service. 
 
If you would like to be a part of our Worship 
ministries, please let me know. We would 
love to have you join us! 
 
  

���� ����nterested in keeping up with our extended staff 
(missionaries)? Linda Gifford sends e-mail updates 

on a regular basis to all who are interested. If you would like 
to be on her list, you may contact her at pac-
spec@comcast.net or if you want to be removed from her 
list, for some remote reason, email her and put “ remove 
from mission e-mail list”  in the subject line. 
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To the Gladstone First Baptist Church 
I had a total hip replacement surgery on May 
27. My daughter, Sheryl Mutton, put me on 
your prayer chain. I want to thank you for all 
of your prayers, cards and letters of encour-
agement. It has meant a lot to me. My recov-
ery has been good and the doctor has re-
leased me. The Lord has been with me every 
step of the way. Thank you for your loving, 
caring kindness. Sincerely /s/ Cathy Tallman 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Thanks so much for your prayers and loving 
concern during my latest chemo treatment. 
Once more the cancer is in remission—all 
praise to our gracious Lord. /s/ Margi Pio 
 

To my Church family: 
Thank you all so much for the beautiful flow-
ers and all the cards during my surgeries. The 
Lord has been so good to me and I appreciate 
all the good wishes and prayers. /s/ Jerry 
Howard 
 

Dear GFBC Family 
Thank you for the scholarship money which 
will help me through another year at George 
Fox University. I’m glad I have such a sup-
portive home church. Going to a Christian 
college has been a wonderful experience. 
Thank you again for helping & supporting 
me! /s/ Angie Gill 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Just wanted to say thank you for the lovely 
flowers you gave to me while in the hospital. 
I love flowers and really enjoyed them. 
Thanks again. Sorry I missed Brian when he 
came to the hospital. It was nice of him to 
take the time. Blessings to all, /s/ Ann Pear-
son 
 

The Friends at GFBC 
Thanks to all my friends & church family for 
your prayers, cards and phone calls. It makes 
falling down a little less embarrassing, and I 
know it is helping with the recovery. I hope 
to be again in Sunday services soon sporting 
my bright pink cast. Again, Thank you. /s/ 
Cecelia March 

� � 	 
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Be sure we have your current e-mail address 
if you want to receive Pastor Brian’s weekly 
e-update. 
 
Alicia Havens 
akhavens9@yahoo.com 
 
Nathan & Jennifer Purscelley 
18189 Webster Road 
Gladstone OR  97027-1448 
 
Keith & Wendy Heim 
16311 SE Sun Ave 
Milwaukie OR  97267-4835 
503-557-3634 
heimheim@msn.com 

We extend our sympathy to Chris Eubanks 
in the death of her brother-in-law, Jim Parker, 
on August 3. Please continue to pray for his 
family to find comfort in Christ. 

Congratulations to 
Jiroo & Johana Kuroda 

on the birth of 
Hannah Sofia 

“Our Beautiful dougther. 
Born: Wednesday 27 de 
July Time: 7:06 PM Weight: 
6.12 lb.  20 inch. Thanks for 
your prayers...  With 

Love Jiroo y Johana Kuroda “  

 

Did you know Yvonne Bless has quietly min-
istered to her family here at GFBC for many 
years by coming in weekly to clean and re-
stock the pew pockets? This is a ministry we 
usually don’ t realize is being done until it 
doesn’ t get done! Currently, because of 
health reasons, Yvonne is not able to do this 
work and would like someone to fill in for 
her until she is able to take up the task again. 
If you can help, please call the church office. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 

 

6pm Hispanic Dea-
cons in office 

7pm Wedding Re-
hearsal 

7pm Hispanic Ser-
vice 

3 
 
Wedding 
 
 
 
7pm Worship Team 

4 
 

5—Office Closed 
 

 

6 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
Roundup Rehearsal 
6:30pm HS Youth 

7 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
 
6:30 AWANA 
6:30 JH Youth 
7pm Elder Board 

8 
 
9:15am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
7pm Hispanic Men 

9 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
6pm Primetimers 
   Potluck 

10 
 
 
7pm Hispanic 
Youth 
7pm Worship Team 

11 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
6:30pm Small Grp 
  Ldrs BBQ 
7pm Hispanic ladies 
in the chapel 
7pm Women’s Bible 
   Study @ Fisher’s 

13 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
6:30pm HS Youth 
6:45pm Men’s Min-
istry Team Mtg 
7pm Finance Team 

14 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
6:30 AWANA 
6:30 JH Youth 
 
 
7pm Jubilant Song 

15-Messenger  
         Deadline 
 
9:15am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
7pm 24/7 

16 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
7pm Hispanic Ser-
vice 

17 
 
9am Hispanic SS 
    Seminar 
 
 
 
7pm Worship Team 

18 
 
 
 

19 
. 
 
 
 
 
7pm Women’s Out-
reach Dinner 

20 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
 

21 
. 
9am MMO 
 
 
 
6:30 AWANA 
6:30 JH Youth 
7pm Elder Board 

22 
 
9:15am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 
 
 
7pm 24/7 

23 
. 
9am MMO 
 
Primetimers Outing 
 
 
 
7pm Hispanic Ser-
vice 

24 
 
9am Worship Dept 
   Rehearsal 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
. 
 

 

7pm Women’s Bible 
   Study @ Fisher’s 

27 
 
9am MMO 
 
 
6:30pm Youth 
7pm Portland 
Rescue Mission 
 

28 

9am MMO 

 

6:30 AWANA 
6:30 JH Youth 

 

7pm Jubilant Song 

29 

 

9:15am Women’s 
  Bible Study 
 

 

7pm 24/7 

30 

 

9am MMO 

 

 

7pm Hispanic Ser-
vice 
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Men’s Round-up at Tadmor 

Round-up HS Lock-in 
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� � � �� � �! � �� � �"� � �� � —Have you ever seen 
the show Extreme Makeover Home Edition? 
It is the show where Thye Peddington and 
team work on a housing project that would 
ordinarily take at least four months to com-
plete. Instead, they have just 7 days to totally 
rebuild an entire house. At the end of the 
show, the families are shocked with joy when 
they see their new house—a dream come 
true. 
     This summer Chris and I are participating 
in a project not so different from Extreme 
Makeover Home Edition. We are going to be 
joining 100 other men for 7 days to build a 
training center for Zapotecan Leaders and 
Pastors in Tlacolula, Oaxaca, Mexico. 
     Much like the families on Extreme Make-
over that experience a dream come true, this 
facility will be a dream come true for First 
Baptist Church of Oaxaca (PIBO). . . . 
     In going on this trip, we are looking to 
raise up a team that will first, pray for us and 
the work we will be doing. Secondly, we de-
sire a team that will support us financially 
beyond their normal tithes and commitment. 
The total cost for both of us to serve is around 
$3300. This amount includes supplies for 
construction, food, lodging and transporta-
tion. Would you be willing to support us in 
prayer and/or financially as we serve this 
summer? If you would like to be on our 
prayer team, please let us know by email 
(Erica@threeprong.com).  

 
� �� #�
 ���—My life has been blessed over the 
last few years by supporting many who have 
answered God’s call to minister to people 
groups in far off places. . . . Many of you 
have undertaken short-term mission trips and 
have shared with me the significant spiritual 
growth you experienced. God placed in my 
heart a desire to participate in a short-term 
trip, yet I faced a significant challenge. The 
majority of these opportunities for guys cen-
ter on building projects. If there is a spiritual 
gift for building skills, then my family will 
affirm that the Holy Spirit did not provide me 
with that one. 

Was I ever surprised when I opened an email 
last fall that was presenting an opportunity to 
join in building a training center near Oaxaca 
Mexico (325 miles southeast of Mexico City), 
and God gave me the nudge that this is the one.  

1. Pray for additional men to join the team.  
2. Pray for my physical strength and safety as 

I labor (how many blocks do you need—
where?) in helping to construct a cement 
block structure. 

3. Pray that God will work out the details as I 
started a new job in June and this trip will 
require a week away from work. 

4. Pray for myself and the other team mem-
bers to be an encouragement to our broth-
ers and sister in Christ who live out their 
faith in a spiritually hostile setting. 

 
$� �� � %�! � ��� %�&� � � ��� � �! � � �� —Overview—
The trip centers around joining our extended 
staff ,Tom and Debbie Tillman, in their group 
trip to Hong Kong and China. They are taking 
3 other people with them to smuggle Bibles, 
minister in a local church in Hong Kong and 
visit other ministries. They have done several 
of these trips and have invited me to join them. 
It was then my wish to try to capitalize on be-
ing in the vicinity of Taiwan and Macau to visit 
our other extended staff. 
     Scope—In Taiwan—Visit WorldVenture 
missionaries Dwight and Becky Johnson in 
Taiwan. See Morrison Academy and possibly 
speak in a class. Visit WorldVenture mission-
ary Debbie Dodd. Possibly teach at the Tai-
wanese seminary where she teaches. Possibly 
visit WorldVenture missionary Doug Pen-
ner...….In China—Smuggle Bibles into China 
from Hong Kong on several trips. Possibly visit 
missionary friend of Tillman’s who lives in 
China…….In Hong Kong—Visit a church and 
possibly preach at a service…….In Macau—
Visit the ministry of WorldVenture missionar-
ies Paul and Diana Mayhugh. Although they 
will be stateside (Paul will be preaching [at 
GFBC] on the Sunday we will be in Macau), I 
will have a chance to see some of what they do 
and possibly be a part of the Sunday evening 
street evangelism their ministry provides. 
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Rick & Debbie Gill  

Chris & Erica Irvine 

Early Family 
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� � �will be joining Tom and Debbie 
Tillman taking Bibles into China and then 
working with the Johnsons in Taiwan with 
Pastor continuing to Macau where the May-
hughs serve.  
     The Mission Team recommends that we 
support Pastor Brian both financially and in 
prayer as they prepare to minister in China 
and the East. Your love gifts for them can be 
placed in the regular GFBC offering marked 
"Pastor Brian China Trip." Financial support 
needed for this mission trip is approximately 
$3,039. Support for Annelise and Emily will 
come from family and friends outside of the 
GFBC. Please remember your short-term 
giving should be over and above your regular 
monthly GFBC giving commitment. 
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will be joining a Delta short-term team on a 
mission trip called Oaxaca 100—Finish the 
Race—Extreme Make Over, Ministry Style 
September 24-October 1. The Irvines need 
a total of $3300. Rick needs a total of 
$1600. 
 

     The Mission Team recommends that we 
support Chris and Erica Irvine and Rick 
Gill both financially and in prayer as they 
prepare to minister in Mexico. Your love 
gifts for them can be placed in the regular 
GFBC offering marked “ Chris & Erica 
Mexico Trip”  or “ Rick Gill Mexico Trip.”  
Please remember your short-term giving 
should be over and above your regular 
monthly GFBC giving commitment. 

� � ���" � � � �+#� � 	 �� 
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The month of October will give the GFBC 
family a unique opportunity to focus on 
what God is doing in the Chinese culture. 
This will also be an opportunity to high-
light our Extended Staff serving in this 
area.  Learning more about each of their 
ministries and the people they serve has 
the potential to challenge and transform 
lives and our church for the Kingdom. 
 
. � � � 
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During Paul and 
Diana Mayhugh’s 
previous term in 
Macau, Paul was ap-
pointed director of the WorldVenture-China 
Han Ministry (GHM). Because he began to 
devote more energy to GHM, Paul needed to 
adopt a new leadership style. A Chinese co-
worker or fellow missionary was responsible 
for each church, and Paul supervised these 
church leaders. 

 Diana has been the Macau field treasurer for 
CBInternational during her ministry. She has 
also served as a teacher and on the school 
board at Macau Christian Academy, a 1st 
through 8th grade local missionary children’s 
school. Diana enjoys discipling women and 
has served as a role model and encourager to 
fellow teammates as well as being a loving 
and caring wife and mom at home. 
  
The Mayhughs’  ministry in Macau began in 
1979. Alongside co-workers, they founded 
Great Wall Ministries (GWM). Paul teaches 
Greek and theology at Macau Bible Institute 
(MBI) and has authored both beginning and 
intermediate Chinese Greek grammars. To-
gether with other coworkers the Mayhughs 
have established three churches and a street 
meeting ministry. In the street meeting out-
reach, people share Christ through tracts, 
music, testimonies, plays and direct evangel-
ism. Over 1,000 people have come to Christ 
as a result of this ministry. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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members. 
·  We magnify the impact of our 

church’s ministry through the coop-
eration of the national AWANA 
Ministry. 

 
We find that these standards, along with 
the AWANA doctrinal statement, match 
well with our goals. 
 
The material that AWANA creates 
reaches kids at their own level. It sys-
tematically teaches building blocks of 
theology and expands on those blocks.  
A child in Cubbies learns basic biblical 
concepts that are reinforced in Sparks 
(K-2nd). The concepts are further ex-
panded in TnT (3rd-6th), and yet more 

complicated concepts are intro-
duced. Application of these truths 
are also a big part of the program. 
This pattern continues into 24/7 
Jr. High and High School. 
 
We are seeing the evidence of 
God changing the lives of stu-

dents. We are excited to see how the 
Word of God is permeating their hearts. 
 
This is why we choose AWANA to be 
our program of choice. 2005-2006 will 
be an exciting year for AWANA at 
GFBC! As Commander, I am renewing 
my commitment to hold to the 10 Stan-
dards of Excellence. This is a year of 
growth. We are making every effort to 
have the children that came to Adven-
ture Week VBS also come to AWANA 
in September. Also, the Hispanic 
Church has agreed to send their kids to 
Club this year. I ask you to consider 
joining us as we reach out into our com-
munity. It will be a joy working with 
you, doing God’s work! 
 

Joel Pyles, Commander 

GFBC AWANA 

 

Why does our church use AWANA as 
our program of choice for children’s 
ministry? Why not another kid’s pro-
gram? As Elders, we have been evaluat-
ing the various ministries of the church, 
and, having asked this very question, we 
can say with confidence that this is the 
program for us! 
 
AWANA has been ministering to chil-
dren for 55 years! It is an international,  
non-denominational, Bible-centered 
youth organization providing clubs and 
programs for 3 year olds through high 
schoolers. The acronym AWANA 
comes from the first letters of the words 
in the phrase “Approved Workmen Are 
Not Ashamed”  (2 Tim. 2:15). There are 
currently 9,200 churches in the US that 
have AWANA Clubs. 
AWANA can be found in 
over 2,500 churches in more 
than 100 other countries 
around the world. 
 
AWANA holds 10 Standards 
of Excellence: 
·  We reach boys and girls with the 

gospel of Christ and train them to 
serve Him. 

·  We recruit, train and motivate lead-
ers and clubbers to serve the local 
church. 

·  We use positive discipline to main-
tain order throughout the entire club 
meeting. 

·  We attract children with games and 
activities. 

·  We encourage memorization, under-
standing and application of scripture. 

·  We use the elements of Council 
Time (teaching) effectively (rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth). 

·  We motivate children through incen-
tives. 

·  We manage God’s resources with 
faithfulness and integrity. 

·  We minister to parents and family 
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 We are excited to announce that our 
AWANA Commander and Directors are in 
place for 2005-2006!   
 

·  Commander – Joel Pyles (503)659-9891 
·  TnT Director – Laura Groshong (503)557-

0125 
·  Sparks Director – Michelle Leach 

(503)557-0393 
·  Cubbies Director – Becky Pyles (503)659-

9891 
  
Leaders are needed!! Use your natural and 
spiritual gifts to make a difference in kid’s 
lives! 
 
OPEN POSITIONS: 
Cubbies – 3 & 4 year olds 
Secretary and Table Leaders 
 
Sparks – Kindergarten to 2nd grade 
o Leaders 
o Listeners (Leader’s helpers) 
o Council Time Leader (Story Person) 
o Music Leader 

o Helpers for other needs (snack, etc.) 
TnT (Truth & Training) – 3rd to 6th grade 
o Leaders 
o Listeners 
o Council Time Speakers 
o Music Leader 
      
Other positions available: 
o Commander in Training 
o AWANA Store Intern 
o AWANA Night Greeters 
o Parking Lot Attendants 
o Nursery Staff (for AWANA Worker’s 

kids) 
o 24/7 Listeners – Men & Women 

(Thursday nights) 
o L.I.T.s – Leaders in Training  - Teens 

who serve alongside adult leaders in 
clubs. 

 
Please talk with any of the Directors or the 
Commander about your questions or interest 
in these positions! 
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At the All-church Family Campout on August 14 at Fort Stevens State Park, two young ladies 
obeyed Christ in Christian baptism, Penelopi Charisse Dykstra-Tucker (daughter of Lance and 
Terri Tucker) and Sydney LeeAnn Heim (daughter of Keith and Wendy Heim). On August 21 
Kiyo Kuroda was immersed at the home of Jack & Kathy Fox. We rejoice with these young 
ladies in their decision, and express again our commitment to help them continue to grow in 
their faith. 
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 General Fund YTD   Missions YTD 
$220,539 Budget $38,016  Budget 
$198,667 Giving    $34,523  Giving 
$ -21,872     90%  $ -3,493   91% 

 
It is important to remember that giving involves attitude. The amount you give or how it com-
pares to the gifts of others doesn’ t really matter. What matters is that when you give, you give of 
yourself, all your loving concern, your affirmation of devotion to God, your good will to human-
kind, and your service to Christ. When you give with this spirit, then you are giving the fullest 
capacity of your spiritual, physical and mental resources. A true gift is a portion of your self. 
When you give in this manner, you become an instrument of God. It is the gift of love. 
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All GFBC Women are invited to attend our 
first Women's Outreach Dinner of the fall sea-
son Monday, September 19, at 6:30 p.m. The 
cost is $4.00 and first time guests 
may attend for free. 
 

Catherine Chapman, Women's Min-
istry Director for The Portland Fel-
lowship, will be our speaker. Many 
organizations in the greater Portland 
area actively support homosexuality 
as a legitimate, biological lifestyle. 
Many men and women, however, 
desire a way out. They become isolated from 
the gay community and often plunge into lone-
liness and despair. Portland Fellowship offers a 
different message--freedom in Chr ist. 
 

Here is a portion of Catherine's testimony enti-
tled A Life Redeemed.  You can read it in it's 
entirety on The Portland Fellowship website 
http://www.portlandfellowship.com/. 
 

August 12, 1967, I  was born... dead. Dur ing 
a long difficult delivery, the umbilical cord 
wrapped around my neck and suffocated 
me. My body was black from lack of oxygen. 
My hear t still. The battle for  my life and 
soul had begun. But God had a plan for  me 
that nothing would stop - not even death. 
The doctors performed CPR until my heart 
star ted beating. I  was given a second chance. 

 

In the fall of 1997, after struggling with same-
sex attractions most of her life, Catherine 

Chapman went to the Portland Fel-
lowship for help. During her two 
years of discipleship at Portland Fel-
lowship, Catherine experienced the 
transforming power of God and has 
since walked in freedom from her 
past of sexual abuse and homosexual-
ity. In August of 2000, Catherine 
joined the staff at Portland Fellow-
ship as the Project Coordinator, but 

after two years in that position, needed to stay 
home to homeschool her daughter. She has 
now rejoined the staff to work discipling 
women who desire freedom from homosexual-
ity. 
 

Catherine is a speaker and educator on sexual 
abuse recovery. She is also a teacher and small 
group leader for women coming out of homo-
sexuality. Her testimony is featured on The 
Map as well as in numerous publications. Cath-
erine enjoys speaking and has appeared on the 
Trinity Broadcast Network and local Christian 
radio. 
 

Catherine and her husband Chuck were married 
in 1989 and are the parents of a beautiful 
daughter, Christina. They make their home in 
Portland, Oregon. 
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John is Associate Pro-
fessor of Intercultural 
Studies at Western.  He 
served as a Missionary in Taiwan for 20 
years and was CBI Asia Ministries Direc-
tor for 10 years. He will be focusing on 
the persecuted church in general, but with 
an emphasis as it relates to China. 
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Pastor Brian, along 
with daughters Emily 
and Annelise, will re-
port on what they did, 
learned and were challenged with during their 
mission trip. 
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Many of the GFBC 
Family are familiar 
with Ron and Syd 
Willett because they 
served with CBI for 
many years.  Now 
they serve as our Ex-
tended Staff with 
IDEAS. Since 1997, IDEAS has been 
partnering with individuals and organiza-
tions in a global effort to help groups of 
forgotten people experience the transfor-
mative power of love in practical ways:  
o Project Grace: • Village doctor/teacher 

training program • Community devel-
opment • Foster child program  

(Continued from page 7) o Clinic of Hope: • Medical care  
o Harvest Project: • Agriculture develop-

ment  
o Global Involvement in Education:• K-

12 schools • English language teaching 
• Business consulting 

o Wan Fu:• English as a second language 
o Sichuan Community Health and Edu-

cation Center :• Education • Medical 
care • Community development 

o Yunnan Medical and Foster Care Pro-
ject: • Emergency medical care • Home 
for abandoned children 
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Join the entire GFBC family 
for a time of fellowship with 
Ron Willett after the 2nd ser-
vice. The Mission Team will 
serve as your hosts and will provide a 
Chinese style dinner prepared by Steve 
Gifford and crew. Look for the menu in 
the bulletin. 
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We are encouraging you to prepare for 
this time by reading up on what God is 
doing in this area. We are making avail-
able the book Safely Home by Randy 
Alcorn. This is a wonderful novel that 
speaks about the underground house 
church movement in China. The cost is 
$10. Also we would encourage you to 
read Jesus in Beij ing by David Aikman, a 
book on how Christianity is transforming 
China and changing the global balance of 
power. Another book to consider is The 
Heavenly Man by Brother Yun with Paul 
Hattaway. This is a true story of brother 
Yun and his courage under persecution in 
the house church movement in China. 

  
 



 

 

For 14 years Bill and 
Karen Foster have 
been a part of the 
GFBC family. Karen 
served as church sec-
retary for many of 
those years and truly 
loved and cared for 
the things and the 

people of GFBC. Bill has been a part of our ex-
tended staff as he served with Metro Police Chap-
laincy. He has also taught many adult classes and 
been a quiet source of inspiration for the church 
family. Upon Bill’ s retirement the end of August, 
the Fosters are making plans to move closer to their 
family in Washington State. While we know they 
will continue to follow and serve the Lord and we 
pray God’s blessing on them, we will miss their 
presence with us. 
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For the past 4 
years we have 
had the delight 
of the presence 
of the Jester 
family as Dan 
has worked as 
Director of 
Youth Ministries 
and Gretchen 
has shared her talents in the area of music, or-
ganization, and child care. Both Corbynne and 
Simeon have joined the family while they have 
been here and are indeed part of our family as 
well as the Jester family. We know the Jesters 
will continue to make a positive impact on peo-
ple’s lives wherever they are, and we send them 
out with our prayers and blessings as well as our 
tears. 


