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OFFICE HOURS
8:30 AM-5:00 PM, M-Th
8:30-Noon, F

Rev. Brian Early, Senior Pastor

John E. Baker, Associate Pastor

Dave Charlson, Director
Youth Ministries

Becky Pyles, Director
Children’s Ministries

Director of
Church Administration
Frank Hoffman

Elder Board
Rick Gill
Frank Hoffman
Don Megrath, Chairman
Joel Pyles
Ron Taylor

It’ stime to put away the camping gear,
park the RV, and jump back into our
usual schedule. We pray God has re-
freshed and strengthened you over these
past few months and that you are ready
tojoin us Sunday evening, September
17, at 6:00 pm for atime of celebration.
Both the Anglo and Hispanic congrega-
tions will meet for atime of celebration
and praise. Watch for developing details.
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Population 1,303,701,000
Capital Beijing; 10,849,000
Area 9,596,960 sg. kilometers

(3,705,405 sq. miles)
Language  Chinese (Mandarin), Cantonese,

other dialects and minority languages
Religion Taoist, Buddhist, Muslim
Currency  yuan, referred to as the Renminbi

Life Expentancy 71 years
DGP per Capita U.S. $4,700

(In Sichuan Province, less than $1/day/family)
Literacy Percent 86%

For thefirst timein history,
Chrigtianity in China. . . is
given an honest and compre-
hensive account. The film an-
swers the question raised by
many people outside China:
How did the number of Chi-
nese Christians increase from
700,000 in 1949 to approxi-
mately 70 million today de-
spite communist control ?
Mark your calendars for
Thursday, September 28.



Dear Church Family:

This September marks my five year anni-

§ versary pastoring here at GFBC. My, how
timeflies! | seeit asagreat time of pastor-
ing and helping lead this flock. In many
respectsit has been alaying of afounda-
tion for further growth and devel opment.
We have sought to establish some core
values from which we can further build the
Kingdom of God and spring forth vision
for the future.

Asyou may know, it takes time to connect
in understanding who a pastor is, what his
vision is, his strengths and weaknesses.
Also it takes just as much time for a pastor
to come alongside a flock and existing
leadership and community in order to
know their heart, needs and vision. We've
had five good years of doing this, and the
elders believe it istime to do some long
range vision casting as to who and what
we shall be in the next three to five years.
The elder board is beginning a process of
casting this vision. We will be seeking to
know the mind of God as Proverbs 16:9
addresses: The mind of man plans his way,
But the LORD directs his steps.

Y ou will be called upon to help us navigate
this path. First, | would ask you to pray
for usto have the mind of God as we seek
to understand life on the “other side of the
horizon.” We will be going through some
exercises and evaluations to help us deter-
mine our core values and what we should
do with them to go to the next level.

Secondly, | can only imagine that you
will be called on to help uswith that as

; / Purpose 5
{ i Mission
Gl"ﬂlﬂﬂﬂg Purpose 4
: Ministry

 Fellowship |

W Furpose 1 N
 iorenio TR

well. We haven't drafted the plan, but will
need input along the way asto how this
should look. Stay tuned!

Casting vision is afaith issue. It causes usto
pray and seek God, to listen, and then put
into practice what we hear. If it isGod’ s vi-
sion, it will no doubt take us out of our com-
fort zone, because it always seemsto be the
case that God wants us to aim higher than we
are capabl e of, so He can show Himself faith-
ful. That isalittle scary for me, so | will be
the first to admit that vision casting is very
humbling and dependency oriented. | don’t
want to get it wrong by being in the flesh!!

Join with us in the months ahead as we will
be looking to the future regarding our iden-
tity, our mission and our methods of accom-
plishing these noble God-sized tasks.

My love to you and prayers for you,
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Several weeks ago Barbara s sister Chriswas
telling her grandson about the passing of
Barb’'s Dad.

Knowing that death is atough concept for a
four-year-old, Christold little Zach that Dad
Hazen had gone to heaven. Everyone was sad
and were going to miss him, but he was go-
ing to be with so many friends and family
that he wouldn’t be lonely.

Chrisalso told Zach that Dad was going to
see some very special people—those people
that he had introduced to Jesusin hislife-
time—and that there were many, many
people that were in heaven because of Dad’'s
influencein their lives.

Zach thought about this for afew seconds
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and said, “Grandpa did a good job with his
life, didn’t he?’

Aswe head into thisfall, more than any-
thing, | encourage you to do a good job with
your life—in other words, point peopleto
Jesus wherever and whenever possible.

Whether it’sin Small Group, Sunday
School, meeting new visitors, sharing the
hope of Jesus with aneighbor, let’s keep
pointing each other and those around us to-
ward Jesus.

Why? So Jesus will say the same thing to
you and me that Zach said about his
Grandpa—"“WEell done, thou good and faith-
ful servant!”

The Elders and leaders of both the Hispanic and Anglo congregations set aside Pastor Miguel
Cadtillo and hiswife, Gladys, at an installation service on July 2. Former Pastor, Mauricio

Rivas (at right) was a part of the service.
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Wouldn't it be great to walk into a place
where you could sit down, have adrink and
relax with people who know you? Y ou
could walk in, and upon your very pres-
ence the entire place might say, in unison,
“Norm” (well, if you name was Norm). It
sure would be nice to have aplace like
this...

Y et in the midst of the modern age, fami-
lies often find themselves racing from one
event to the next. Our lives are like three-
ring circuses, with each ring competing for
our attention. From the moment we awake
to the moment our heads hit the pillow our
days are spent serving someone or some-
thing else. Life has become so busy that
our main concern has now become, “how
do | fit God into my crazy schedule?’

During my crazy schedule, | often have a
time carved out around 10:00 pm on Satur-
day to go to Old Chicago for a personal
pizza and Pepsi. Over the number of
months | have been doing this, | have been
deemed aregular. In fact, I'll often times
get notes with my meal from waiters and
waitresses asking me how I’'mdoing. It is
wonderful to be able to tell them how | am
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doing and to also engage in their life.

The most amazing conversation | had was with
one young lady as she wondered why | come
in dl thetime. My response was because |

love pizza, and | love the people. | also told
her how | enjoy being able to work on my les-
sons for my high school students on Sunday
morning while getting to bless her with anice
tip. She was most thankful of thetip.

How are you setting aside time to just relax
and enjoy life? It is funny because when | go
to old Chicago, | accomplish nothing. | spend
most of my time talking to the staff and relax-
ing. Y et, that helps me to prepare for Sunday.

What would happen if every member of Glad-
stone First Baptist Church became aregular at
arestaurant and invested in the lives of the
staff? Wdll, for starters, we would begin to
share our stories and hear the stories of those
around us. It would also force usto slow down
and enjoy the comfort of being served, while
we get to bless with anicetip (20%). And
eventually, they would know our names, and
we theirs, and thus the start of relationships
through which we can let Christ shine are
started.

What would happen if every member of Glad-
stone First Baptist Church actualy lived their
livesfor Christ outside the walls of GFBC?
What would happen if our focus was to enjoy
life and people? What would happen? What
would happen indeed...
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This afternoon, | was watering my flowersin
the back yard, and went around the corner to
check on my tomato plants. | found that they
should have been staked up along time ago —
they were huge and laying all over the place!

| had been watching one tomato grow and
now that it'sripe, aslug got to it and ate a big
holeinit! Needless to say, the success (or
failure) of my tomatoesis adirect result of
how much I’ ve put into taking care of them.

As| went to my email, | read an excerpt from
Seize the Day by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He
Says,

“The church isaliving organism, a body.
Its main identity is not found in its formal
structures, but in its relationship with
Christ and with each other. In building
relationships of freedom, encouragement,
and care as the basis from which to serve
each other, we contribute to the health of
the whole body. In our failure or unwill-
ingnessto do this, we are forced to rely
on the church’sformal structures which,
in themselves, cannot produce the life that
Christ wishesto give us. In rediscovering
the personal dimension of what it means
to be the church, we can find creative
ways to encourage and build up each

other.”

| began to see alink between those words of
wisdom, and my vegetable garden. My to-
mato plants are living organisms. They de-
pend on me and my participation in their
growth process to survive and flourish. If
only | had taken afew more minutes when
those plants were smaller and staked them
properly, or fertilized and put out the ug
killer, just imagine the growth and fruit |
would now seel

Just like | can't just plop aplant in the
ground and expect it to produce beautiful
tomatoes, we can't just come to our church
building each week and expect that our
church will grow and stay alive. We actually
have to be a part of that living organism and
give of ourselves, through our time, talents,
treasure and rel ationships.

As you begin to wind down your summer,
think about how you can be a part of the liv-
ing organism of GFBC. There are so many
areas that need the touch of othersto realy
bring growth in our body. We may soon have
aMinistry Fair that will highlight how you
can get involved. Won't you pray and ask
God to show you what your part will be?
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Dear Church Family:

Barbaraand | want to thank you for your
prayers, your love, and your caring this past
week after the loss of Barbara® parents.

Barbara®Dad peacefully passed away at the
Monterey Court Alzheimer® Care Facility
near Clackamas Town Center aweek and a
half ago. . .the whole family with him when
he died that Thursday night. . . .

...On Wednesday as al of our families
drove to Boise for Dad®service, ..Mom had
amassive stroke as we drove into Boise and
we all met at the hospital rather than at the
home of Barbara®sister. . .

...During his [Dad’ 5] service, about 11:20
am, we heard the cell phone ring and silently
the word was passed around that she was
gone. . . Barbara®brother got up and an-
nounced ... what had happened, read several
Scripture passages about our hope, and we
sang the "Hallelujah Chorus' together. . .

. .Because of Dad and Mom®trust in Jesus,
I®@e watched what is mortal be swallowed up,
not by death, but by life. And what a privi-
legeit has been! Heavenisalittle closer,
God®gracious provision isalittle clearer,
and the journey He has given us to take to-
gether is more precious than ever. Thank you
and we love you!

/s/Pastor John, Barbara, and Family

Thanks to Dave Charlson and hiswrecking
crewv—Megan Connelly, Nicole and Danny
Day, Josiah Pyles, Mark Newbloom, and Jor-
dan Boydston—with a hearty thanks to Jack
Fox aswell. You all did agreat job. Thank
you al, /s Harry Edwards.

Dear Gladstone Friends: Thank you for mail-

ing the Messenger paper and correspondence.

| am not able to come as | thought because of
having to leave before breakfast and served
meals and be there for first service, etc. If |
camefor S.S., | would miss early noon din-
ner, best meal of the day. However, we have
an excellent Bible teaching Sunday after-
noon. Love,

/s/ Laurel Chambers

Dear Church Family: Thank you so much
for the prayers, beautiful flowers, cards,
and phone calls in the sudden loss of my
beloved son Pat. It has meant so much to
have the love shown to me and my family
by my Christian friends. In Chrigt,

/s Mary Jane Martindale

Even though we grieve with hope and “ not
astheworld grieves’ at the death of our
loved ones, our hearts are heavy as the
church family has experienced these | osses.

We mourn with the Baker family the loss
of both of Barbara' s parents within 8 days
of one another.

Butch Bondietti and family have recently
experienced the death of his grandfather, a
very significant figurein hislife.

Mel & Gloria Hanson are grieving the
loss of his mother, Lillian, who passed
away recently in California. Services were
at GFBC.

Former members, Kevin & Lisa Schnei-
der, are suffering the sudden accidental
death of their 14-year-old son Grant.
Please continue to hold these families be-
fore God in prayer for comfort during this
very difficult timein their lives.
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Ron and Kathy Green will bein con-
cert at GFBC on September 8, 6:45 pm.
The Primetimers would like to invite
you to join them for this evening of
music and inspiration. A love offering
will be taken. Kathy is the daughter of
Jim & Bev Lortie.
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Women’ s Outreach Dinner

September 18, 6:45 pm in room #13
Sheri Brown

Zambia Short-Term Mission Trip Report
African Dinner by Steve Gifford
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Bridgit Koff and her crew are to be commended for the hard work and creativity they put into prepar-
ing the GFBC float for the Chautauqua Parade. Once again the float took first place in the religious
category. Children and adults alike had a great time being in the parade and passing out candy...next
year we need a bigger supply!



