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It's happening at 10:30 am on Sunday
morning! There will be a combined
wor ship time at 9:00 am, and then we
will have an opportunity to see how
GFBC carries out the ministry God has
given usindividually and collectively.

Each ministry team will have a booth
where you can see what is happening
in that ministry and, if it fits the gifts
and vision God has given you, how
you can “fit in.” Don't missthisinfor-
meative and fun event!
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OFFICE HOURS
8:30 AM-5:00 PM, M-Th
8:30-Noon, F

Rev. Brian Early, Senior Pastor
John E. Baker, Associate Pastor

Dave Charlson, Director
Y outh Ministries

Becky Pyles, Director
Children’s Ministries

Director of
Church Administration
Frank Hoffman

Elder Board
Rick Gill
Aaron Hibbs
Frank Hoffman
Jeff Leach
Don Megrath, Chairman

Joel Pyles
Ron Taylor
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Candy Snacks

Bring the whole family and all the neighborhood kids
and enjoy a safe and enthusiastic evening.

What ignites your congregation® pas-
sion? A Design Your Impact Workshop
can bethefirst step in helping your
church formulate that strategy. It®a
fast-paced, five-hour interactive experi-
ence for your church®leaders, facili-
tated by WorldV enture.

The Workshop Includes:

Stories about congregations like
yours that learned how to make a strat-
egy and have global impact.

Practical help to define the key fea-
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tures God built into your church that
you can maximize for effective out-
reach.

Guidance as you investigate
what God might want your church to
do to fulfill the Great Commission.

A game plan to design and imple-
ment your church®@own strategy.

See Pastor Brian if you have ques-
tions or are interested in attending.



Dear Church Family:

We have areally cool picturein our living
room. It shows athatched roof manor in
lovely pastoral setting. Just the kind of
place that says, “Come and live here! You
will find rest for your soul.” Another as-
pect of the picture is a stream that flows
between the house and your vantage point
of looking at the house. This means you
cannot get to the house because of the
stream EXCEPT by way of a stone bridge
that crosses the stream. The artist painted
the bridge in the picture in such an inviting
manner that you almost want to jump into
the picture and crossit. | see thisas awon-
derful picture of what Jesus said in John
14:6: “No one comes to the Father except
through me.” Jesusisour way to cross
over from our broken and fallen life to go
over to God and find His healing, His rest
and comfort.

The concept of making a bridge between
God and man extends to another key Bibli-
ca term. In 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, the
apostle Paul says Jesus reconciled usto
God. That means that Jesus alowed our
relationship with God to be restored. He
bridged the gap in a broken relationship
and allowed usto enjoy the benefits of true
intimacy and vitality with God Almighty.
This bridging takes place when we person-
ally believe Jesus died for us on the Cross
and His blood paid the penalty for our sins,
the very thing that separates us from God.

The amazing thing about these versesis

Steer peopletoward the bridge. Just as

the artist of the picture made the
bridge so inviting to cross, we should
be living and speaking in such away
asto point people to Jesus.

Tell people about the bridge. Every
Christian should be able to give
“account of the hope that is within
them” (1 Peter 3:15). It is so impor-
tant that we become equipped in
being able to give a Gospel presenta-
tion as the opportunity arises so you
can |lead them across the bridge of
Jesus Christ.

Show peoplethat we' ve crossed the

bridge. There should be something
about our livesthat reflects the na-
ture of living in that restful manor in
the country. Our lives should be
changing toward our home life.

Aswe move into anew ministry year, | hope
to be more effective in the three areas of
bridge-building. | am encouraging our minis-
triesto reflect these three aspects and to re-
shape things so GFBC becomes a place that
truly helps bridge the gap. We can only lead
people to life-change as we ourselves are
reflecting changed lives. Our new sermon
series, Becoming like Jesus: Life-

that Paul says that we, as reconciled believ-
ers, now have been given the ministry and
word of reconciliation to those who need it.
He even goes on to say that we are God' s
ambassadors—we literally represent God
to people! Wow, what an incredible privi-
lege! What Heis saying is that we are to
be in the work of helping bridge the gap
between God and people. It should be our

passion to do these three things: (Continued on page 3)



| can’'t even believe that the word
“environmentalism” would even come out of
my mouth. Barbaracan't believe it either. |
have tried hard to appreciate hydroponic
vegetables, free range turkeys, and filtered
water, but that call for aBig Mac and fries
and the desireto just throw trash away still
gets me sometimes.

However, I'm growing! And I'm especialy
growing in my understanding of God' s plan
for His creation and how He will restore and
renew aonce perfect Earth instead of start-
ing over. I’ ve begun to appreciate more the
physical side of His creation as well asthe
spiritual.

Job said it well when he talked about the
hope he had: “And as for me, | know that
my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will
take His stand on the earth” (Job 19:25).

John saw it happening in Revelation: “And |
saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, com-
ing down out of heaven from God, made
ready as a bride adorned for her husband”
(Revelation 21:2).

Not only am | looking forward to being with
God in heaven, but | know He islooking
forward to being with us when thereisno
longer a separation between what is now
Heaven and what will be the New Earth—
God's perfected creation.

But what does this mean to my neighbor who
needs to hear the Good News and takes pride
in his organic garden? I’ ve been thinking of
how | can communicate the hope | havein
more environmentally friendly terms...

“Wow, those organic vegetables |ook great!
Did you know that God is into organic vege-
tables? In fact, when He created the earth
everything was organic and perfect—and we
messed it up.

“And it wasn't just the herbicides and addi-
tives that messed things up. It was our desire
to go our own way and to turn our back on a
Creator that loved us and made things per-
fect.

“The good newsisthat God isgoingtore-
store what was perfect and make it even bet-
ter. Infact, the Bible says that all of creation
groans and is waiting for that to happen.
What'’s even better isthat you and | are the
most important part of that creation!

“Can | tell you more about how God has
come up with a way for you and me to enjoy
His perfect creation forever?”

Just remember that even soy products can
point to the Savior—if we appreciate and
understand the immensity of God's plan for
us and for His creation!

(Continued from page 2)

change as we walk with the Master
will help us see how we can show others that
we' ve crossed the bridge and then help oth-
ersto be pointed to the bridge.

Join us thisfall aswe partner together in

bridging the gap, leading peopleto life-
change as Christ changes us!

My love to you and prayersfor you,
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For quite sometime my youngest son
(Cory) was looking for a permanent form
of transportation as his Range Rover, a
good vehicle but in need of an engine re-
build, has been performing a secondary
function as a curb ornament. Now his
process of looking for new transportation
has had its ebb and flow, depending on the
moment and, not unlike the rest of us,
based on the availability of atemporary
solution.

Over the last couple of months Cory had
renewed his efforts to acquire avehicle.
With the intentions of attending classes
thisfal, avehicle would be a must! The
tenacity in which he searched was very
impressive. He would scour the auto sec-
tion of the newspaper daily, search the
internet constantly and put eagle eyes on
every vehiclewith a“For Sale” sign.

His desired vehicle would be an older Jeep
Cherokee, with the straight 6 engine, giv-
ing him the best of both worlds— decent
gas mileage and 4-wheel drive for hisfre-
quent trips to the mountain for snowboard-

ing.

The first disappointment came during the
search when it seemed that the beloved
Jeep would not be found given the price
range, condition of the vehicles and the
high mileage that the available Jeeps had.
His search turned to other types of cars.

Y ou hame the make, model and year of car
and he probably tried it. Discouragement
set in and excitement for the hunt turned to
work. Time after time when he thought that
he may have found “ The Car”, he showed
up at the appointed time to seeit and either
no one was home and the car had sold, or
someone was home and the car sold or it
was in terrible condition.

When is seemed most like nothing would
work, the standards were lowering and a
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junker just might do, he saw an ad on Craig's
list for & 1989 Jeep Cherokee and, not expect-
ing it to amount to much, called the owner to
take alook at it. Oh, the expectations were not
high and there were a few reservations on the
drive over to seeit.

What avehicle! A 1989 red Cherokee Limited
Edition, 82,000 original miles and the owner
being one of only two, immaculate condition
and all the extras: AM/FM/CD sound system
with excellent speaker, which means no distor-
tion at ear busting volumes, power everything,
aset of 4 studded snow tires (on their own
wheels) with custom fitted chains, a ski rack
and leather seats to boot.

The man who owned it had purchased it way
back when it had only 47,000 miles, to use for
camping. His attitude to maintaining the car
was one of, “if it might be worn — serviceit,
repair it or replaceit”.

We looked it over thoroughly then took it for
aspin. Yep, we committed to buying it long
before we returned from the drive. As Cory,
Jeanine, and | drove home, the observation
was made that “ now we know why things had-
n’'t worked out before. God was saving the
best for last™!

I’ ve been reflecting on this ever since.

Why can’'t we wait on God, and why do we
have the propensity to settle for second best?
Why do we have to have everything now?

Proverbs 8:33-35

Heed instruction and be wise, and do not ne-
glect it.

Blessed is the man who listens to me, watch-
ing daily at my gates, waiting at my door-
posts.

For he who finds me finds life and obtains
favor fromthe LORD. "(NASB)

The discipline of waiting—yeah, | think I'm
going to work on that. What about you?



October 2006

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH

‘SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY |[THURSDAY |FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 / 12 3 4 5 6 7
8am 1st ~ @) 8:30 AWANA
servicereh  yORLD 9am MMO 9am MMO 9am MMO Conference
9 & 10:45am ) )
Worship ~ SUNDAYY 130 Atseff Card 9-12:30 Hispanic
12:30 Heaven Class | Ministry Mtg 6:30pm Youth 6:30pm AWANA Ladiesin kitch/13
Pizza 7pm Elder Board 7pm 24/7 4pm Worship
12:30 Pastor/Pizza Team
6pm Hispanic Wor- | 7pm Women’s Study
ship @ N. Fisher's Hispanic Mission Conference
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8am 14t servicereh Hispanicsin
9 & 10:45am 9am MMO 9am MMO kitchen all day
Worship 8am Men’smini-
golf tournament
12:30 Pastor/Pizza 6:30pm AWANA 6pm Primetimers )
6:30pm Youth 7pm 24/7 Potluck 4pm Worship
6pm Hispanic Mis- | 7pm Women's Study | 6:45pm Men’s Min Team
sion Conference @ N. Fisher's 7pm Ensemble 5pm Hispanic men
7pm Finance Team Design Y our Impact Workshop in Chapel
15-Messenger 16 17 18 19 20 21
Deadline
8am 1st servicereh 9am MMO 9am MMO 9am MMO
9 & 10:45am 4pm Worship
Worship Team
12:30 Pastor/Pizza 6:30pm Youth 6:45pm Fellowship
6:30pm AWANA Team Meeting
6pm Hispanic Wor- | 6:45pm Women's 7pm Elder Board
ship Outreach Dinner 7pm 2477
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8am 1st servicereh 9am MMO 9am MMO 9am MMO
9 & 10:45am
Worship Primetimers Day
Activity 4pm Worship Tm
7pm Women' s Study 6:30pm AWANA 5 pm Hispanic men
@ N. Fisher's 6:30pm Y outh 7pm 24/7 in Chapel
6pm Hispanic svce 7 pm Ensemble
Y outh Mystery Lock-in 6pm-10am
29 30 31
9am MMO Normal Day, let me be aware of the treasure you are. Let me learn from you,
love you, savor you, bless you, before you depart.
5pm AR Let me not pass you by in quest of some rare and perfect tomorrow. Let me
8am 1t servicereh | 7pm Women's Study P FFALMD hold you while | may, for it will not always be so.
9\‘3‘\/3&"}?33’“ @N. Fisher's TBETA.. Oneday | shall dig my fingersinto the earth, or bury my facein the pillow, or

6pm Hispanic svce

stretch myself taught, or raise my hands to the sky, and want more than all the

world: Your Return.

—Mary Jean Irion in Yes, World: A Mosaic of Meditation
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It'sinteresting to see what God usesin our
lives to bring truth home to us. When | have
my quiet time, | usually use a devotiona

book along with wherever I’'m reading in the
scripture. For the past week, I’ ve been read-
ing “My Utmost For His Highest” by Oswald
Chambers. Each day that I’ ve read an ex-
cerpt, it has been just the right words that I’ ve
needed for the day.

Lately, we have been talking about
LIFECHANGE—in other words, how has
God changed my life—not only at the point
of salvation, but how is He changing me day
by day, as | grow closer to Him through our
relationship.

| believe that my first area of ministry iswith
my family in my home, and then ministry to
others can flow outward from there. Cham-
bers devotional for Monday, September 11,
was all about ministering in everyday oppor-
tunities, of which we have plenty at home!
He says, “ The things Jesus did were the most
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menial of everyday tasks, and thisis an indi-
cation that it takes al of God's power in me
to accomplish even the most common tasks
in Hisway. Can | use atowel as He did?
Towdls, dishes, sandals, and all the other or-
dinary thingsin our lives reveal what we are
made of more quickly than anything else. It
takes God Almighty Incarnate in us to do the
most menial duty asit ought to be done.”

John 13:14 says, “If | then, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet.”

The power that it takes to wash feet with a
right attitude is a so the power we need to do
those dishes one more time, pick up the toys
one more time, referee one more argument,
and so on. If | can do these tasks with aright
attitude, and even with joy and for the glory
of God, then my lifeis changing—and it can
and will affect those around me, so their lives
can begin to change too.

Sermon on the Amount
GFBC FAMILY GIVING —1/1/06--9/17/06

General Fund YTD MissionsYTD
Budget $263,074 Budget $45,866
Giving $232,586 Giving $40,656
($30,488) 88% (%$5,210) 89%

He who has received much, should also give
much. It is essential to give agoodly part of
what God has allowed us to accumul ate. Oth-
erwise greed and miserliness will seize our
hearts and minds. Furthermore, by not giving
generoudly, we will miss the many joys that
generosity brings us. Let us not cheat our-
selves of those blessings.

—The Newd etter Newd etter
June 2005

And here is my advice about what is best
for you in this matter: Last year you were
thefirst not only to give but also to have the
desiretodo so. . . . if thewillingnessis
there, the gift is acceptable according to
what one has, not according to what he
does not have. . . . Remember this. whoever
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also
reap generously.

—2 Corinthians 8 and 9



Thanksto all of the
people who prayed,
sent cards and flowers,
and visited while Louie
was in the hospital. He
was rel eased Tuesday,
September 19, after
receiving 23 units of blood. Praise the Lord
that heis still with us! Please remember to
donate your blood by contacting the Ameri-
can Red Cross for your closest place of dona-
tion. /9 Eula Kempker

We are so blessed and grateful to be a part of
this church family! Thank you for the calls,
cards and flowers. Thank you for praying for
us and with us as we faced Butch's diagnosis
and surgery. Thank you for coming alongside
Laura and the girls and being a support to
them during the surgery and hospital recov-
ery. We truly thank all of you for praying.
God heard your prayers and answered them
in so many ways. Our loving Father showed
His care by miraculoudly granting peace in
turmoil, staminain exhaustion, humor in
frustration, and joy in fear. We are now cele-
brating a successful removal of the cancer
and arecovery well underway. /s/ Butch and
Laura Bondietti

Gladstone First Baptist Church

| want you to know how much your support
means to me. It has made my ministry this
summer possible. God has used me to share
who He isin many ways, both off and on the
boat. Thank you for helping to make that
happen. /9 Jonsey Hendrix
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The Hoffman Family is

mourning the loss of Ruth’s

sister, Jean, who passed away

on Friday, September 1.
Please remember the family in your prayers
during this difficult time of grief, aswell as
continued health struggles for Frank and
Ruth.

Gladys Gassoway, one of our extended
staff members who has served for many
years as a chaplain with nursing home min-
istries, went home to her Heavenly Father
on Wednesday, August 30. For many years
Gladys was a source of encouragement to
many as she faithfully called up to 60 peo-
ple every day to sing hymns and share the
love of the Lord. She recently shared that
God blessed her every day with just
enough voice to sing to each person. She
will be greatly missed by many people who
looked forward to her daily calls.
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Come mest the Pastors and find out about
GFBC. On October 1, 8, and 15, at 12:30

pm, there will be Pastors and Pizza Class Become
(New Member Class) in room #13. On Oc- Part of
tober 1 while we eat, there will be atime of |§ g Our
getting acquainted with our staff. Then for %‘ﬁ“ﬂh

those who are interested, we begin orienta-
tion class which will meet for three weeks.
If you plan to attend, or if you need child-
care, please contact the church office.

b
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Areyou interested in being baptized? If
you think you are ready to take this next
step in your Christian walk, please contact
Pastor Brian. Baptisms are being scheduled
for Sunday, October 8.
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Guests speakersat GFBC...

October 29—Hans Finzel, President
WorldVenture
November 5—Bonife Family
Ministering in Chinaand
adoption of Kali
November 12—Doug Hazen, Director
NW Church Connections
WorldVenture
November 19—Doug Vaenzuela
November 26—Marilyn Escher
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Dan and Gretchen are pleased to announce
that on September 19, 2006 Samuel Judah
made his entrance into the Jester family in
Wisconsin. Samuel weighed 7 Ibs, 8 oz. and
was 20 inches long. Corbynne and Simeon
are delighted with their baby brother. If you
want more details, talk with Lynae Gallaway
who had the privilege of holding baby Sam-
uel, or you may contact the family at

dngj ester@hotmail .com.
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Contact the church office for thisinforma-
tion.

Megan Connelly

Eric Ellis

Louis & EulaKempker

Linda Newbloom

Loraine Heuer

%est ishes

Duane Kitzmiller and Karen Aull were
united in marriage at the home of Louis and
Eula Kempker on August 19.

Asthis newdetter goesto print, Dee Ellis
and Ernest Hart are anticipating their wed-
ding date on September 30 at the home of
Dee’'s mother.

Both couples covet your prayers for a Christ-
centered marriage.
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Join Pastor Brian and the
mission team every 2nd
and 4th Sunday as they
meet in Pastor’s office
from 10:30-10:45 am for a
time of prayer focusing on
China.

*

We are excited to announce that Pastor Brian
and Joel Pyleswill bejoining GFBC' s Ex-
tended Staff Ron Willett on a short-term mis-
sion trip to China. Their participation in this
trip would further our China Connection
preparation. Theitinerary for this October
31-November 13 trip will include travel to
Sichuan Province in South Central Chinato
evaluate the work with the Nosu minority
people group. . . The latter part of the trip
will link up with WorldV enture missionaries
in Hong Kong and Macau. The amount
needed for the trip is $2,600 per person. A
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portion of the trip funds will come from the
GFBC mission budget. Love offerings
given during the next six weeks will pro-
vide the remaining amount needed for the
trip.

The Mission Team and the board of Elders
recommend that we support Pastor Brian
and Joel Pyles both financially and in
prayer asthey prepare to go on thismission
trip to China. Y our love gifts for them can
be placed in the regular GFBC offering
marked “ China Connection.”
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Beginning Sunday morning, October 1, the following classes will be available for adult
education at GFBC:

9:00 am in Room 13- 10:45 am in Room 13

Belayers Class studying Romans Primetimers Class studying Bible Time-
Teacher: Mr. Bill Pearson line

The Belayers Class will be studying the Teacher: Mr. Paul vanHoute

Book of Romans—The Promise and the Per-  gjpyj o Timeline: Come learn how God

son Behind the Good News. For inall things g 5\vs Himself through events and how He
we are more than conquerors through Him meets His people’s needs.

who loved us. —Romans 8:37

9:00 am in Room 14

Sermon on the Mount

Teacher: Dr. Randy Roberts

What does it mean when it says, “Blessed are
the poor in spirit for theirsis the kingdom of
heaven?’ How do we apply the teaching of
Jesusin Matthew 5 to our everyday lives.

There was a great response from both the congregation and the community for the “ Free to
You” give-away. Thank you Women's Ministries, and especially Elizabeth Burke and
Christy Palmer, for your vision, your giving hearts, and your hard work!
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October 16, 2006

6:45 pm

China Connection Speaker
Molly Hansford

Molly isafriend of Nancy Fisher who will have
just returned from a prayer walk in China. She
will also share about her experience teaching
Englishin China

November 20, 2006
6:45 pm

Marilyn Escher
WorldV enture — Senegal

From her recent prayer letter:
| leave with a heart full of praiseto the Lord for

fulfilling these matters | hoped would happen
before | left:

| Samuel in Wolof passed its consultant
check with flying colors, after a verse-by-
verse check in August. This means 20% of
the Old Testament has been approved for
publication and distribution. Two-thirds of
the Old Testament is first-drafted.

The Diourbel church members are united and
working together to seek a building permit.

The news came today that five disciples who
were led to the Lord by aformer Diourbel
church member in arestricted access nation,
and were imprisoned for their faith, have
been released.



