John Brannery «——
Western Seminary

» Paul & Diane Mayhugh
World Venture—Macau
October 9

OFFICE HOURS
8:30 AM-5:00 PM, M-Th
8:30-Noon, F

Rev. Brian Early, Senior Pastor
John E. Baker, Associate Pastor

Mauricio Rivas, Pastor
|glesia Bautista Hispana

Bryce Wescott, Interim
Y outh Ministries

Becky Pyles, Director
Children’s Ministries

Director of
Church Administration
Frank Hoffman

Elder Board
Rick Gill
Frank Hoffman
Don Megrath
Joel Pyles
Ron Taylor

Ron & Syd Willett +—
IDEAS
October 30

9:00 am

o
¢

»Brian, Emily, Annelise Early
First Baptist Church
October 23

(see page 8 for details)

Managing Y our Money God’'s Way—Room #13
Making the Word Come Alive—Room #14
A Heart Like His—Chapel

10:45 am

The Book of Ephesians—Room #13




Dear church family,

My daughters Emily, Anneliseand | are
memorizing 1 Peter 3:14-18 in preparation
to go to on our short-term mission trip to
China. The purpose of hiding these verses
in our heartsisto gain an appreciation of
what the house church movement in China
may face as aresult of persecution from
the government. But God is also teaching
me about my (and our) potential wimpy
faith asit relates to how we do or don®
share the Good News with those around us.
Take note of some of the highlighted areas:

But even if you should suffer for what
isright, you are blessed. "Do not fear
what they fear; do not be frightened.”
> Butin your hearts set apart Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and
respect, *° keeping a clear conscience,
so that those who speak maliciously
against your good behavior in Christ
may be ashamed of their slander. *’ It
is better, if it is God'swill, to suffer for
doing good than for doing evil. *® For
Christ died for sinsonce for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the
body but made alive by the Spirit.

Personally, | don®like to suffer! | ama
wimp when | get sick (my wife can testify
to that!). But as a person of principle, | re-
alizethat it isimperative to take a stand for
the Truth and | must be ready to face the
consequencesif | do.

But God doesn't just call meto stand for
the Truth; He asks meto convey the
Truth tothose who need it, even if | run
therisk of suffering. That means that
standing for the Truth isn®the end al of
potential suffering, it is risking myself for
others as well.

As| ventured back into the Book of Actsin
preparation for the sermons for the next few
weeks, | noticed the Apostle Paul®@similar
perspective on this. In Acts 20, while talking
to the Ephesian elders, he says:
| did not shrink from declaring to you
anything that was profitable... (verse
20)
| did not shrink from declaring to you
the whol e purpose of God. (verse 27)

The word picture for "shrinking" islike a
turtle that pullsitself into its shell when
threatened. Paul is

saying he was bold

enough to insure that

the church at Ephe-

sus got the whole

truth, even in the midst of potential threat,
i.e., he stuck hisneck out, even if it meant it
might get chopped off.

When | see alost neighbor or friend, am |
bold enough to give an answer to them of the
hope that | have in Jesus? What is my hesi-
tancy? Do | shrink back and wait until later?
Do | stick my neck out? Suffering for what is
right is not just enduring potentia punish-
ment for righteous living, it is also enduring
potential punishment to tell a dying world
that they need Jesus. My life should be con-
sidered an expendable tool in the Master®
hand to get the Truth out of His saving
gracel!

|® bethe first to admit, | still have along
way to go at totally obeying these principles.
But if we areto " Reach Further” for the
Kingdom, thisis something we must do.
Walk with me in seeking to live this out.

My love to you and prayersfor you,
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| want to talk about God®Word, Puppy
Training, Small Group Leaders, and a
Modern Parable.

In Ephesians, chapter 3, Paul gives us agood
example of how to pray for each other—for
strength, for strong faith, and for the ability
to comprehend the breadth, length, height,
and depth of God®love. Why? So we are
filled up to overflowing with the fullness that
comes from God.

At Puppy Obedience Schooal | learned the
importance of directing our little Suzy to-
wards good things and not just saying "no!"
to bad things, so her littlelifeisfilled with
praise and overflowing with so many good
things, she runs from the bad.

As Small Group Leaders we are encouraging
each other in the direction of good things—
loving and caring for those in our groups,
falling in love with God®Word so we can
share it more effectively, and looking for
ways our friends and neighbors can see Jesus
in our groups.

My encouragement to usis that we encour-
age each other towards the best things—like
Paul®prayer, like good puppy training, like
effective Small Group leadership.

What does that encouragement look like in
your home—especially when it seems like
there are more questions than answers?
Janice Herman has written a Modern Parable
that paints agreat picture of how you can put
that kind of encouragement into practice...

My daughter came home from work
one day and | could see that she was
troubled. | asked her what was on her
mind, and her reply was disturbing. She
was disillusioned with what it meant to
be a Christian. It had been her observa-
tion that non-Christians were dealing
with so little challenging struggles and
prospering as well. She wondered why,
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as a Christian, she was experiencing
one set back after another. Where was
the “benefit” of being a Christian?
Her continued conversation pointed to
another question....Where was my
advocate, supporter, defender? She
wondered why she felt so alonein her
journey with God. He didn't seemto
be answering any of her questions.

I had so many responses | longed to
interpose along the way because of
wisdom gained on my own faith jour-
ney. | did try a couple of timesto
share, but she held out her hand to
signal, “stop”. | realized she was not
ready to hear, and what a shame, as it
could have possibly been acomfort. |
would have communicated to her my
own similar questions that God in His
time did address. | continued to listen,
but with frustration in that she was not
open to hear what could have led her
from some of the despair she was fedl -
ing. Why couldn’t | somehow force it
on her, make her listen? When she was
through talking, | had hoped for an-
other chance, but she |l eft and went to
her room.

As| pondered about what just took
place, | could not help but see the
paralel between some of my conversa-
tions with God. He had so many new
lessonsto teach meif | would just
listen. There would be so much He
would interpose in our conversation
because of Hiswisdom. Perhapsit
would not take so long to arrive at His
purposes, His goalsfor my lifeif |
would just be till.

How does God respond when | do not

that “stop” signal? He reassur es me of
Hislove...over and over again...now |
knew what | needed to do with my
daughter......
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| remember standing next to atree holding
my paintball marker close. All around me
there were paintballs flying left and right.
The adrenaline was coursing through my
veins. To my left was an open field. To my
right was a heavily forested area. | dropped
to the ground and started to crawl toward
the open field. There was just enough grass
to cover my movement. | stopped as |
heard footsteps across the field. | got my
marker ready as | listened to their conver-
sation. One guy was going to head straight
down the field, while the

other was going to cover

him from the edge. ' e

This was the moment |
had waited for. There
within my grasp my en-
emy was just waiting,
talking, like an unsuspect-
ing child. Ready... |
slowly rose to my knees
and steadied my marker. Aim...dead center
in my scope, there they were. Fire... paint
flew everywhere. All around me there were
screams and guys yelling that they had
been hit.

>
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With al the adrenaline flowing in me, |
had hardly noticed that behind me stood
my uncle and another guy from the church.
Their guns were point blank pointed
at...me! They yelled, “Surrender or die!”
What could | do? Having my uncle point-
ing amarker at me, | could not surrender.
Y et, there were two of them so | would
surely die.

With one last breath, | turned around and
started firing. | do not remember much
after that, partly because | was hit in the
mask, and all over my body. | could not
see or move. Y et, thiswas a key bonding
moment for me with my uncle. | still re-
member it like it was yesterday, even
though | wasin junior high.

This moment in time has stood out in my
mind partly because my uncleis a pastor of
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achurchin lllinois. The paintball trip was a
chance for the older men in the church to whip
the younger men. Seeing my uncle and a
bunch of “old guys” destroy the youthful,
energetic, and strategic young men was great.
Having a chance to shoot my uncle with a
paintball marker, and just being able to hang
out with him and the guys has drastically
shaped my view on ministry.

However, it was when we were not playing the
game that lingersin my mind. | was ableto
know afew of the older guys. We
talked about everything. It helped
me, as ayoung man, find self-
worth and value in myself. To this
day, | value my uncle as aman of
great character. Not just because he
isapastor, but also because he took
time out of one day to spend time
- with the young men. In that day we
talked about who knows what, but
we talked.

This sort of cross-generational bonding is
essential to church growth. Y oung men and
women need to have that older man or woman
to look up to. With the youth, it helps them to
see the result of faith and the essence of perse-
verance through the hard times. The faith of
the youth isrevitalizing to the adults. The
guestions and seeking of truth for the youth
help the adults understand more about the cul-
ture.

Y oung men and women need to not only inter-
act with adults, but also be a part of their lives.
Older men can teach younger men how to fix
cars, play poker, how to live their lives accord-
ing to Gods Word. Older women can teach
younger women how to cook, how to manage
finances, and how to study their Bible.

Y ounger men can teach older men how to play
paintball, how to relax, and how to understand
youth. Y ounger women can teach older
women how to play the guitar, how to dance,
and how to think outside the box.

We can glean so much from each other. Every-
(Continued on page 9)
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
October is Pastor Appreciation Month —Clergy Appreciation Month is a special time congrega- !
tions set aside each year to honor their pastors and pastoral families for the hard work, sacrificial 8am Leadership

Institute

dedication and multiple blessings provided by these special people. The nature of the service pro-
vided by pastors and their families is unique. God has entrusted to them one of the most precious of
assignments—the spiritual well-being of His flock. When a pastor becomes ineffective, the very souls
of his or her parishioners are endangered. The good news is that we can make a difference! Clergy
Appreciation Month is one way we can counter the negative erosion in the lives of our spiritual lead-
ers with the positive affirmation they need. Watch for ways you can be involved.

8pm Worship Team

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Hispanic Bake Sale 9am MMO 9am MMO 9am MMO
8pm Worship Team
6:30 Worship Re- | 6pm Hispanic Dea-
hearsal cons Meseting
6:30pm Youth 6:30 AWANA 7pm Hispanic Men | 7pm Outside Use
7pm Women’'s Bible 7pm Elder Board 7pm 2417 8pm Hispanic service
study@N Fisher's in chapel
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Paul Mayhugh
Preaching 9am MMO 9am MMO 9am Hispanic
Primetimers Outing | Y outh Assoc. Anni-
Hispanic womenin | 6:30pm Small Grp versary
Kitchen am LdrsBBQ 6:30pm Youth 6:30 Worship Re-
7pm Hispanic ladies | 6:45pm Men’s Min- hearsal 8pm Hispanic Ser-
in the chapel istry Team Mtg 6:30 AWANA 7pm 24/7 vice
7pm Women's Bible | 7pm Finance Team | 7pm Jubilant Song 8pm Worship Team
study@N Fisher's
16-John Branner 17-Messenger 18 19 20 21 22
Preaching Deadline . .
9am MMO 9am MMO 9am MMO
Hispanic Celebra- Hispanic Couples
tion 6:30 Worship Re- Conference
hearsal 6pm Primetimers
6:30 AWANA 7pm 24/7 Potluck 8pm Worship Team
7pm Women's Out- | 6:30pm Y outh 7pm Elder Board 8pm Hispanic Ser-
reach Dinner vice
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
7pm Women's
Bible 31 | 9amMMO gam MMO o
30 | sudy@N _ 9am MMO Hispanic Couples
Ron | Fisher's 6:30 Worship Re- 7pm JH Twilight Conference
= Willett . Ha!'v;st 6:30pm Youth hearsal Night
REMEME! Preachin anival | 7pm Portland 7pm 24/7 :
E&E&?X&! 9 5:30pm Rescue Mission 6:30 AWANA P 8pm Hispanic Ser- 8pm Worship Team
< Hisp.Couples 7pm Jubilant Song vice




( )

My first memory of Gladstone First Baptist
Church isthe 2s and 3s classroom... with the
u-shaped table, the little wooden chairs, and
multi-colored brown carpet. | remember chas-
ing around the church with other kids, once
even accidentally breaking the window in the
upstairs door to the children’ swing! But one
very important time in this church stands out
the most... the time when | walked down the
aidein response to an invitation to know
Jesus as my personal Savior. | wasonly 7
yearsold, but | knew that | needed Jesus. A
little later that year, | was baptized as a wit-
nessto all that | had made that decision to
have Jesus as my Lord.

Thedecision | made as a 7-year-old to accept
God' s wonderful gift has affected my entire
life! The people involved in children’s minis-
try here at Gladstone First Baptist back when
| was a child, played a huge part in my deci-
sion for Christ. | remember someone very
special, “Auntie Alice”, aswe called her,
who worked in the 4s and 5s class. She was
ashining example of Jesus loveto me. | look
at “Grama’” Ruth Hoffman, and how sheis
continuing on in the same spirit, loving our
little ones — planting the seeds that could
change someone’ s life for eternity! Thisis
thereason that ministry to children isso
very important!

There were many others who ministered to
me as a child—those who were willing to
give of their time, talents and treasure. | think
of Del and Judy Emerson, who were my 5™
and 6" grade Sunday School teachers. They
took the time to build relationships and spend
time with us. | remember Del’ s unashamed
love for Jesus, and his favorite song, “He
Lives!”. | remember Judy’s quiet patience
and love for us. Continuing on in the same
spirit are Rusty and Chrystel Mellmer, who
have a passion for reaching our 5" and 6™
grade kids for Jesus and helping them grow in
their relationship to Him as they face the
pressures and struggles of their everyday
lives.
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| want to express how thankful | am for all the
faithful people on our Children’s Ministry
Team (it’s huge, by the way!)—our Sunday
School teachers, AWANA workers, Nursery
workers, Children’s Church workers, Mom's
Morning Out staff. If | tried to start naming
everyone, | know | would forget someone!
Thisis ateam that has many people, many re-
sources, and many different teaching styles—
but one goal—r eaching the next generation
for Jesus.

The Lord has been showing me through His
Wordin 1 Chronicles, how important it is to
have an army of warriors, ready for battle,
fighting for the cause of what they believein.
When the Lord put David in charge of Isradl,
men came from all over the region, volunteer-
ing to servein the ranks, fully-determined for
their goal, and of one mind (1 Chronicles 12).
Day after day, they came to join David' steam,
until he had a great army, “...like the army

of God” (v. 22). Thereredly isabattle raging
for the hearts of our children, and we need to
faceit united as an army. Please pray about
how you can help reach the next generation for
Jesus. There are many ways you can help,
whatever your age and your abilities, and there
is always room on the Team for you! Please
contact meif you have questions, or if you
want the opportunity to serve! My new e-mail
at the church officeis becky@gfbcfamily.org.

| want to say “thank you”, to my church fam-
ily, for your loving support and encouragement
to me as | have taken the position of Director
of Children’s Ministry. | am excited because |
know that the Lord has prepared me for His
work in this position, and | am ready to be used
by Him!
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Thank you to everyone who

has shown such caring during

my recent surgeries and recov-

ery. | appreciated the beautiful

flowers, aswell as every call,
card, meal and prayer. A specia thank you
also to the volunteers who came into the of -
fice and helped during my absence. It's good
to be back! Praise the Lord for answered
prayer! /9 Laura Bondietti

Dear Church Family:

Thank you for the cards, flowers, and phone
calls. My new kneeis doing so well. Other
hip complications are such a problem at this
time. | am hoping to return in the very near
future. Loveinthe Lord to one and all.

/s Mary Simon

To the good folks at Gladstone First Baptist
Church: Karen and | wish to sincerely thank
you for al the ways you have supported our
police chaplaincy ministry. We have been
encouraged and challenged by the opportu-
nity afforded us, as we worked with the dedi-
cated men and women protecting our com-
munities. Y our financial and prayer support
have assisted us greatly in providing counsel-
ing, training, and offiations to police, fire
personnel and their families. In addition, |
have responded to hundreds of crisis victims
locally and as far away as New Y ork City’'s
“Ground Zero”. We even had opportunity to
instruct police chaplainsin Australia—all
made possible by our faithful support team
which included you. Blessings be upon you
in continuance of your missions outreach.

/s/ Bill & Karen Foster
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Rick and Debbie Gill
are pleased to announce the engagement
of their daughter
Angela Renee Gill
to
Jonathon William Rodman.
A June 10, 2006 wedding is planned.

Thank you for your financial and prayer sup-
port for those involved in short term mission
trips. Asyou are reading this article
(September 24-October 1), Rick Gill and
Chrisand Erica lrvine are ministering in Oax-
aca Mexico with Delta ministries. Because of
your generosity, they were fully funded for
their personal and ministry expenses. From
October 3 through October 17, Brian, Emily,
and Annalise Early will be ministering in
China. Elsewhere in the Messenger you will
see opportunities to hear areport from them.
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They'renot really ignoring us. Men have
long been accused of not listening to the
women in their lives—and now they have a
scientific excuse for it: women’s voices are
more difficult for men to listen to than other
men'’s, researchers say.

According to London’ s Daily Mail, research-
ers at the University of Sheffield tracked ac-
tivity in the brains of 12 men while playing
recordings of different voices.

There were startling differencesin the way
the brain responded to male and female
sounds. Men deciphered female voices using
the auditory part of the brain that processes
music. Male voices engaged a simpler
mechanism at the back of the brain.

Researcher Dr. Michael Hunter said: “The
female voiceis actually more complex than
the male voice, dueto differencesin the size
and shape of the vocal cords and larynx be-
tween men and women, and also dueto
women having greater natural ‘melody’ in
their voices. This causes amore complex
range of sound frequenciesthan in amale
voice.”

The findings, published in the journal Neurol-
mage, may help explain why people suffering
hallucinations usually hear male voices, say
the scientists. (FoxNews.com, July 10, 2005)



The events of each Sunday in October
will give the GFBC family a unique
opportunity to focus on our Extended
Staff serving in China. Learning more
about each of their ministries and the
people they serve has the potential to
challenge and transform lives and our
church for the Kingdom.

Paul Mayhugh
WorldVenture-Macau
October 9

While Pastor Brian isin Macau, Paul
Mayhugh will be at GFBC ministering
to us.

John Branner, Western Seminary
October 16

John is Associate Professor of Intercul-
tural Studies at Western. He served as a
Missionary in Taiwan for 20 years and
was CBI AsiaMinistries Director for 10
years. Hewill be focusing on the perse-
cuted church in general, but with an em-
phasis asit relatesto China.

Pastor Brian Early
October 23

Pastor Brian, along with daughters
Emily and Annelise, will embark on a
short-term mission trip October 3-17.
Upon hisreturn, he will challenge us
with the highlights of histrip.

Ron Willet, IDEAS
October 30

Many of the GFBC family are familiar
with Ron and Syd Willett because they
served with CBI for many years. Now
they serve as our Extended Staff with
IDEAS.

China Connection Dinner
October 30, 12:30 p.m.

Join the entire GFBC family for atime
of fellowship with Ron Willett and din-
ner served by the Mission Team.

We are hopeful that Lynne Jenne will be
with us for this Sunday. She was part of
agroup on a Prayer Walk in Chinathat
Ron led in 1998. Dave and Nancy

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Enjoy a Chinese dinner prepared by Steve
Fisher were also part of that group. At that Gifford.
time they prayed that God would bring His
Word to the Nosu people, aminority groupin - Dinner Menu:
Western China. Lynneis learning the Nosu
language. The doors are opening to reach this  Egg Flower Soup with Crunchy Noodles
people group, and Lynne will have apart in Chinese Dragon Pork Loin with Coconut
this outreach. Lynne will be bringing some and Peanut Satay Noodles
native art done by the Nosu and will have an New Year®Fried Rice
opportunity to learn more about these unique  Green Beansin Sesame Sauce
people. Pray that her schedule will alow her Choice of Green Teaor Vanillalce Cream
to be with us! with Sesame Cookie
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(Continued from page 4) will be there to love them and guide themin

. . _ the saving love of Christ.
one’' swalk of life has something to give and
to teach. When we come together as the Brothers and sistersin Christ, let uswalk to-
body of Christ and truly invest in cross- gether as one body, investing in the lives of
generational bonding, we experienceanew i older and younger generations. May our
facet of community. We see thefaith of old hearts be strengthened and our faith renewed
united with the faith of new. Soon we no as we see new Christians grow in God's
longer feel rejected or unloved. Itisaright it \yorg May our lives be areflection of unity

atattooed and pierced kid walksin the and the body of Christ. May the Lord bless
church, because we know that aloving adult 5 keep you all.
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General Fund YTD MissionsYTD

$253,954 Budget $43,776 Budget

$230,264Giving $40,696 Giving

$-23,690 91% $-3,080 93%
A wealthy layman wastalking with hispastor a  to whom much has been entrusted, even more
few days after the minister had preached a ser- will be demanded.” It isagood ideato examine
mon on tithing. The man said, “Pastor, if | gave  our own quality and quantity of stewardship
only atithe, | would have to cut back consid- from timeto time.
erably on my giving.” He was not boasting. He —The Newsletter Newsletter, October 2005
was just making the point that he believed Je- For if the willingness s there, the gift is acceptable ac-

sus' teaching found in Luke 12:48, which says, cording to what one has, not according to what he does
“From everyone to whom much has been not have. Our desireis not that others might be relieved

. . . while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equal-
given, much will be required; and fromtheone (2 corinthians 8:12-13)






