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OFFICE HOURS
8:30 AM-5:00 PM, M-Th
8:30-Noon, F

Rev. Brian Early, Senior Pastor

John E. Baker, Associate Pastor

Mauricio Rivas, Pastor
Iglesia Bautista Hispana

Bryce Wescott, Interim
Youth Ministries

Becky Pyles, Director

Children’s Ministries

Director of
Church Administration
Frank Hoffman

Elder Board
Rick Gill
Frank Hoffman
Don Megrath
Joel Pyles

Ron Taylor

Sunday, November 13, 6:00 pm

Friday, November 18, 6:00 pm
(see page 11)

Sunday, November 20, 12:30 pm
Potluck Dinner: A-J bring salad and/or dessert
K-Z bring main dish
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Even though | believe in the sovereignty of
God, | sometimes have to remind myself of
thisfact and trust in Hiswill and way as
He directs my life and the life of our
church. | say that because the timing and
sequence of eventsin my lifein the last
month has been quite a ride to experience.
It was one thing to pray, plan and watch

~ God unfold His will regarding the trip to
China. Along with that | saw God’ s hand

_ orchestrate the opportunity to have several

L/ people come to our church to speak to usin

/~ October about Hiswork and peoplein

. China. And then, without any notion or
planning, God led meto go to Louisianain
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. God
always has reasons for the things He puts
in our lives. So what is the outcome of both
and what do they have in common?

First, | seeour Lord’'setchingin these
tripsthrough their focus. When going to
Louisiana, God has again reminded me of
the importance of compassion and care for
those around me and those around the
world. Asit saysin Matthew 9:36, Jesus
saw the multitudes and was moved with
compassion when He saw their poor state
of being. If we are to be like Christ, then
we must always have a heart that is tender
toward people, especially when they are
hurting. It is one thing to know about peo-
ple s hurts and needs. It is entirely different
to fedl their hurts and needs that move me
to action. I've grown alot in that areathis
year and this trip was another teaching
tool.

The trip to China provided me a deeper
glimpse at missional focus and purpose.

It was exciting to participate in bringing
Biblesinto a country that has thirsty souls
for the Word. Although | did not meet
those who were to ultimately get the mate-
rials we brought, | did meet people in this
areawho had afocus on studying God's
Word and were passionate about reaching
the lost. They seemed to be freshly em-
bracing the call to “make disciples’

(Matthew 28:19), having not lost their “first
love’ (Revelation 2:4). It was also great to
meet some of our missionaries who were
living out the sacrificial call to servein these
areas and do what they have been purposed
to do for the Kingdom. It has reminded me of
how comfortable we often are in our Ameri-
can Christian culture in terms of focus and
purpose. When we get comfortable and di-
luted with the things of the world or dis-
tracted by secondary or tertiary interests, our
edge can get dull and sometimes can’'t even
be sharp enough to effectively do the work of
the Kingdom.

Second, | seeour Lord setchingsin these
tripsthrough the common thread of serv-
ing. Christian lifeisalife of service. | do
things that are not about receiving for my-
self, but about giving of myself. In both trips,
whether it was through being compelled by
compassion, or being driven with missional
purpose, it isimperative that as afollower of
Christ, | see Jesus' model of servanthood as
the most noble endeavor | and we can attain.
| realized at one point in my trip to Louisiana
how God was carrying me along and sustain-
ing me, even though | was giving little re-
gard to myself and my personal needs. I'm
not here to build my kingdom, but His King-
dom by being externally focused on others
and God' swork. The balance needs to be
seen both across the street and around the
world. Church is not about what | can come
to get, but what | come to give. What we do
needs to be seen here in our community and
in our extension across the globe.

God used these trips to challenge me. The
challenge that | have and want to share with
you isthis; Are we people of compassion and
missional purpose? Do we see ourselves as
getters or givers? There can be no optionsto
the answers of these questionsif we are truly
following hard after Jesus our Savior and
Lord.

My love to you and prayers for you,

%Mor:.«



I would like to express my gratitude and ap-
preciation for each musician involved in our
weekly worship at Gladstone First Baptist.
I’m thinking back on my personal joy in our
worship yesterday and I'm already looking
forward to next week. Each week we have
between 6-8 hours of rehearsals, setup, sound
checks, setting up again, taking down, repair-
ing, maintaining—and 1@ thankful for each
member of our music and worship team that
makes this happen each Sunday.

| would appreciate your prayers for each one
of us—our 1% Service Band, Our 2™ Service
Band, Special Music Folks, Y outh Worship
Team—that God would give us strength and
wisdom as we serve Him together, especialy
as we head into the holiday season.

Here are some of the things we have to look
forward to in the next two months:

A CELEBRATION!

Family Celebration — Nov. 13, 6:00 pm
Thisisour once-a-year talent show —where
we share the gifts that God has given us
through music, art, stories, poems. Call it
“family time” as we gather together for a
great evening of entertainment, fun, and min-
istry!

Children’s Christmas Drama — Dec. 11,
6:00 pm

Our children (1% through 6™ grades) are
working on a special presentation called
“God’'s Angels’ under the direction of
Wendy Heim. Rehearsal times are Sunday
mornings during the second service.

Christmas Concert with Sonya Kaye —

Dec. 18, 9:00 and 10: 45 am

We're looking forward to another great
morning of Christmas worship with re-
cording artist and friend Sonya Kaye. Sonya
livesin the Seattle area with her husband
Glen and their two boys Skyler and Tyler.

Y ou can find out more about Sonya and her
music ministry at
sonyakaye@sonyakaye.com

Christmas Day Drama with Steve Wilent
—"“Away With The
Manger” —Dec. 25,
10:45 am

Bring friends and
family Christmas
morning for a special
presentation of Away
With The Manger—a
story about the true
meaning of Christ-
mas. Steve Wilent is
apart of the Master's
Image Dramateam
and livesin Salem
Oregon where he
attends Salem Alliance Church. Y ou can
find out more about Steve and “Away With
The Manger” at
http://www.mastersimage.com/show-

away.htm




Asachild | was completely out of touch
with the fashion community. In fact, | be-
lieve my mother provided my fashion
choices until I hit high school. | remember
specifically the daysin junior high when
my mother attempted to help me see an-
other side of clothes. This“other side” she
was talking about was the thrill of jeans.
Now, of course, jeans were not a new thing
when | was in junior high. They were not a
new thing when my father was in junior
high. They are as old as the hills. The fact
was that my mother could never get me
into apair of jeansto save her life.

| was the fat kid who wore sweat pants, all
the time, every day. | loved my swesat pants
so much, that | had every color possible.
Yet, being in junior high, fashion was all
about the “coal” factor. | didn't have this
factor. That’s obvious since | wore sweat
pants. Many times | would come home cry-
ing about how kids made fun of me, or that
| didn’t have friends. My mother often
comforted me and then gently tried to help
me understand that | needed to change the
way | dress.

Finaly after awhile, | gavein. | hadn’t
seen my mother that happy in along time.
She whisked me away to the mall to go
shopping for new clothes. | remember try-
ing on my first pair of jeans. The thoughts
that rushed through my head were simple.
Why had | waited so long to upgrade my
clothes? Thiswasn’t worth all the fuss.

I remember going back to school and actu-
ally getting complements and feeling good
about myself. Since that day | have learned
that as time changes and as | change, |
need to upgrade my clothes. | need to re-
member that | can’t stay in sweat pants. If |
wereto goinfor ajob interview at amajor
corporation wearing sweat pants, | doubt |
would get the job. Yet, if | waswell
dressed and confident, | am sure that the
possibilities would be higher.

The funny thing is that the church has

clothing too. Instead of going to a giant cloth-
ing store, we dress our church in style and
methodology. Many churches are still wearing
the same style they have worn for years. This
isnot inherently good or bad but it may make
reaching others more difficult to do. It isgoing
to be more difficult for aperson in asuit to
minister to ahomeless kid than it would be for
someone who is more fashionably relaxed. We
need to dress for whatever the mission is and
minister better.

The uniqueness of “church clothing” isthat it
issimilar to our personal dress but with more
impact. “ Church clothing” will either make
reaching a certain generation easier or harder.
If achurch istrying to reach homelesskids, it
is not going to have fancy PowerPoint and in-
teractive video. Rather, it will ook and feel
closer to what the homeless kids expect.

The clothes the church wears is reflective of
the company it is keeping. A church cannot lie
about the clothes it wears: a 1950’ s church
who has not become fashionable wears 1950' s
clothes. If a church wants to more easily reach
the current generation, it needs to wear the
clothes of the current generation. The clothes
have to do with style and methodol ogy, not the
message. Christ and the Good News MUST
remain the same. The doctrine stays the same.
Style and methodology change. To be a church
that is growing with the times and wantsto
reach the current culture, the church must
evaluate the clothes it is wearing.

| never want to wear sweat pants again, unless
I am running or working out. | resisted the
change because | feared moving away from
my comfort zone. However, now looking back
| seethat | didn't fear the jeans. Instead, |
feared not knowing the how the jeans would
make me fedl.

| want to encourage you to 'llliﬂlth SUTII:I..]EI
get to know the “clothes” | (I =

of the current youth gen- 7., o)
L "-\-,'..

eration. Seek to under-
(Continued on page 11)
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| sat in acrowded auditorium filled with
AWANA workersfrom all over the Portland
area, waiting for the annual Leadership Con-
ference to start. | looked over the crowd, ob-
serving people from all walks of life. There
were workers that were barely out of grade
school, workers that were single, married,
big, small, workers that were dark-haired,
silver-haired, even one using awalker. The
speaker began with this story...

The annual football game of the Big
Animals vs. the Little Animals was
about to begin. The stadiumwas
crowded with fans of both teams. The
game started, and immediately the Big
Animals had the lead. They scored a
touchdown easily against the Little
Animals, despite the strategic play the
little guystried. Asthefirst half pro-
gressed, the Little Animals were get-
ting mashed by the Big Animals, and
by the end of the first half, it looked
very bleak for the Little Animals. As
halftime ended, the Little Animals
courageously took the field again,
ready to giveit their all against their
big opponents. The game began again,
and the Big Animals surprisingly were
getting tackled at each attempt to gain
any yardage. The fans for the Little
Animals couldn’t believe their eyes,
but also couldn’t see which player
was responsible for these amazing
tackles! First the horse went down,
then the buffalo, then the elephant —
what was happening? At the time out,
the Little Animals team gathered
around, and the coach asked the play-
ers, “ Who took down the horse?” to
which the grasshopper said, “ Oh, that
was the centipede.” Then the coach
asked, “ Well, then who tackled the
buffalo and the elephant?” , and the
bunny said, “ The centipede!” The
coach then turned to the centipede
and asked, “ Where were you thefirst
half?!” The centipedereplied, “ | was
in the locker room getting my ankles

taped!”

After hisfunny story, the speaker said: “You
are here today to get ‘your ankles taped!’” In
other words, it wasn't just aday of getting in-
formation and going to workshops. It was a day
to get encouraged, built up, fortified, and ready
to go back into battle as God' s workmen and
women, faithfully ministering to children. |
was grateful that God used him to “tape my
ankles’ and encourage me that day!

Discouragement is an effective tactic that Satan
uses against the servants of Jesus Christ. It
cregps up on you, and you start to feel down,
because others are down, or because, let’sface
it, ministry isjust hard work sometimes! Once
you let discouragement wrap its claws around
your mind, you are blinded to the truth, to the
good that is happening, and you forget to praise
our great and mighty God. Discouragement can
even lead to acritical spirit, which tears at the
Body of Christ.

One of the most effective weapons against dis-
couragement is encouragement! When you see
someone who is discouraged, can you help by
“taping their ankles’? Maybe that person needs
someone to listen, and pray with them. If some-
one is discouraged and feeling alone in aminis-
try they’re involved in, could you come along
side them and help? Have you missed seeing
someone in church lately? Send a note, give a
phone call!

Whose ankles can you tape today?

Colossians 3:15-17: Let the peace of
Christ rulein your hearts, since as
members of one body, you were called
to peace. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in yourichly as
you teach, admonish one another with
all wisdom, and as you sing psalms,
hymns and spiritual songswith grati-
tude in your heartsto God. And what-
ever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father
through Him.
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Many thanks | send to you, my
GFBC family! | appreciate al
the prayers, calls, cards and
beautiful bouquet of flowers.
They are a constant reminder of
your love and prayers. Today the surgeon
checked the healing; it is satisfactory. Now
we wait on the Lord’ stiming for complete
healing. /' Love from Barbara [ Atseff]

GFBC Family,

Thanksto all. Thank you for the lovely bou-
quet of flowers, cards, and support with your
prayers at the passing of our father. Y our
thoughtfulness meant so much. /s Gary &
Roxanne Reimer

Dear Church Family at GFBC:

Y our $1,000 donation to the Hurricane
Katrinarelief fund was a generous gift we
praise God for. We at Faith Bible Church are
thankful that the Lord blessed you in away
that allowed you to bless this restoration ef-
fort. Our teams are working feverishly not
just to repair homes, but to share the love,
grace, and mercy of our Savior. Please pray
that the seeds we are planting will provide a
bountiful harvest for our Master. We pray
that God' s face will continue to smile on
you. In His Love, /9 Pastor, Elders, and Con-
gregation at Faith Bible Church, Slidell, LA

Dear Elders,

Asthe general director of CB Northwest, |
thank you for your willingness to alow Pas-
tor Brian Early to serve the Northwest Re-
gion in the capacity of trustee and also asan
executive committee member of CB North-
west. | know this takes valued time away
from your church, and | sincerely appreciate
the sacrifice that First Baptist Church has
willingly made to minister to the churches of
your association as we build a strong cove-
nant community of churches. | believe God’s
Word that your church will continue to see
His blessing as you give to others by faith.

As CBAmerica, CB Northwest, and Delta
Ministries prepare to partner and launch re-
lief teamsin response to the hurricane disas-

ter, Brian’sinput is especially helpful. What
Brian witnessed and experienced on hisre-
cent trip South, is providing avital link for
planning the relief and rebuilding effort. May
the Lord bless you for being supportive of
your pastors’ involvement to the covenant
community of CB churches. In His service,
/s Dr. Mark A. Hoeffner, General Director of
CB Northwest

Thank you to my church family for the flow-
ers, cards, food and prayers upon the recent
death of my mother. She was an 87-year-old
saint ready to meet the Lord. | will miss her
greatly, but look forward to a heavenly reun-
ion. With love, /9/ Cheryl Lietzke

Solabolabolabedabed

William Daniel Mahoney was born on Fri-
day, October 14. He weighed 8 Ibs, 12 oz and
was 21 incheslong. Heisthe first child of
Jason and Jenn Mahoney and the first grand-
child of Tom and Linda Miller. Congratula-
tions to the family and welcome to William!

Vola®ula®oula®oePa®e®d

Thomas & MarlaMeyer & family
1224 SW Fairhaven Dr

Oak Harbor WA 98277-4539
360-675-5045

Dan & Gretchen Jester
2039 Springdale Center Rd
VeronaWI| 53593-8985
608-832-6707
dngjester@hotmail.com

Nic & Bridgit Koff

14105 SE Raspberry Ct
Milwaukie OR 97267-2332
503-654-1662

Mary Kraft
marykraft7@peoplepc.com

Vobalolabolabedalbed

We extend our sympathiesto the family of
former member Mike Manley, who passed
away recently. Memorial services were held
on October 22 at Sellwood Baptist Church.

Wath Derpaest Sy
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From PRC (Pregnancy Resource Centers)
The impact you make is tremendous as
you share in this mission with us at PRC!
A woman recently had an ultrasound in
one of our centers and, as her eyes were
opened to the reality of the child inside
her, she said: “It shows that you have a
living thing in your body!”

Another client visited with a peer coun-
selor and had an ultrasound. Afterward she
said: “My planisto keep it even though |
don’t want it...and trust God with every-
thing else.”

Where would these mothers and their
children be without PRC? Knowing the
whole truth, knowing they are truly cared
for, being able to make the best choice.
That iswhat you alow by being in minis-
try with PRC.

Thank you so much for helping us so we
can change these precious lives together!
We are asking God to expand our terri-
tory, making more people in greater Port-
land aware of the ministry, so we can
serve even more. Thank you for praying
with us and for telling others about PRC!

Serving together in Christ,
Larry Gadbaugh
CEO

From Western Seminary

| was reading Randy Alcorn’s book The
Treasure Principle and came across
something that made me think of the
churches that support Western Seminary.
Alcorn quotes Matthew 10:42, “If anyone
gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones because he is my disciple,
| tell you the truth, he will certainly not
lose hisreward.” Another Scripture
(Malachi 3:16), “A scroll of remembrance
was written in his presence concerning
those who feared the Lord and honored his
name.”

# * o+

Alcorn states that a scroll is made to be
read and that Jesus is keeping track of our
smallest acts of kindness. Someday, in
eternity, | will read of the stories of your
giving and you will meet those you have
touched through your giving. Until that
time | thank you for your generosity in
giving to Western. | am seeing some of
those stories right now and you bless me
because you are making those stories pos-
sible.

Serving Together,
Duane Storey
Director of Ministry Relations

From the Portland Rescue Mission
Dear Friends:

Thank you for demonstrating how much
you care for Portland’ s homeless through
your gift. Because of your generous sup-
port, hundreds of men, women and chil-
dren will receive urgently needed food and
care at the Portland Rescue Mission during
the Thanksgiving holiday season. The
Bible saysin Isaiah 58:10, “...if you spend
yourselves in behalf of the hungry and
satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then
your light will rise in the darkness, and
your night will become like the noonday.”

It isonly because of the support of friends
like you that people who come to the Port-
land Rescue Mission can receive a hot
nutritious meal, not only on Thanksgiving,
but every day of the year! Thank you for
being that light to those among us who are
lost in their own darkness and pain; and
for working shoul der-to-shoulder with us
aswe share God' s heart for the poor and
homel ess. We see how your compassion
and kindness changes lives every day.

With deep gratitude,
Michagl Maksimowicz
Executive Director

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

From DELTA Ministries I nternational
Dear Partnersin Ministry,

Thank you so much for your gracious finan-
cia gift asapartner with DELTA Ministries
International. As we wrap up many of the
summer teams, we are hearing reports of how
your generosity has touched lives both herein
the United States and around the world.

Thisyear, rather than slowing down aswe
head into Fall, DELTA is gearing up to send
teams to assist in the hurricane ravaged areas
of the Gulf Coast. | have had the privilege of
traveling to Louisiana and Mississippi to see
the power of God and the immense destruc-
tion hurricane Katrina brought to 90,000
square miles of the Southeastern United
States. In one church, 45% of the families lost
everything! The need is staggering.

In the midst of al this, churches are step-
ping up and seizing this tremendous oppor-
tunity to have a positive impact on the com-
munity around them. Several Louisiana
churches are ready and willing to host teams
from outside the affected areato assist with
demolishing, debris removal, reconstruction,
and the distribution of food and supplies.
Currently, DELTA church teams are in the
area serving with these churches to rebuild
and to reach out by sharing their faith in
Christ which brings an eterna hope that
cannot be shaken by any natural disaster.
More teams are scheduled for the next few
months and will continue for the next cou-
ple of years.

Thank you again for your generosity and
prayers. You are making a difference.
Remain faithful for Heis.

Brian Stark, Northwest Area Director

L 4

L 4
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General Fund YTD
$280,686 Budget
$255,367Giving
$-25,319 91%

Your Giving Matters
by Joel Pyles

A desperate single mom can’t make her rent. A
struggling family’ s car breaks down. Unex-

pected medical bills overwhelm another family.

The heat bill was just too much for another.
These are the types of needs that we havein
our church family on an ongoing basis. Thank-

MissionsYTD
$48,384 Budget
$45,909 Giving
$-2,475 95%

fully many of you give so generously to our
benevolence fund. For most of us we give on
the first Sunday of the month, some give regu-
larly each Sunday. On behalf of al who have
been helped, | just want to thank you for joy-
fully giving to thisfund. Y our giving makes a
huge difference in the lives of your brothers
and sistersin your church. May the Lord bless
you for your generosity.

o
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Greetings from the Airport in Mexico City.
The past week | have seen much joy in the
smiles, words of gratitude and servants
hearts of the Zapotecans and the members
of the First Baptist Church of Oaxaca. These
expressions of thankfulness are the bless-
ings of God that you and | share. It is hard
for you and | to imagine that the building
we were constructing is the first center dedi-
cated to the equipping of Zapotecan pastors.
Thiswill enhance their teaching and preach-
ing the Word of God.

Our team, along with the nationals, were
able to plumb the bathroom, pour cement
floorsin four dormitory rooms, the bath-
room and complete other cement work such
as sidewalks. We were a so able to begin the
preparations for the cement floor of the sec-
ond floor to be poured. Please pray that the
nationals will be able to ready the building
for classes that are scheduled to start the
first of November.

| believe that God uses experiences like the
blocks that were placed one on another to
build walls this week. An immediate gift
from this week is perspective. As| presson
in ministry and come up against hurdles and
challenges, | can pause and remember the
size of the obstacles my Zapotecan brothers
and sisters face. That will provide me a
quick reality check.

Another lesson that was illustrated this past
week was the beauty and joy of unity. Itis
hard to express the unity experienced by all
of us believers throughout the week. This
pleases God, and | want to pursue this unity
amongst the brothers and sisters | fellowship
and serve with at home.

Thank you again from myself, the Oaxacans
and the Zapotecans for partnering with usin
the equipping and transformation of His
children.

Lovein Christ, /9 Rick [Gill]

L 4
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Drive-in Movie
Night

Sat., November 5
6:00 — 8:00 pm

We will have free popcorn!

Hotdog, pop and chips dinner - $2.00 and
Candy from $.05-.50 ea.

Any profits go to our AWANA Clubs!
Make a car from cardboard

Bring alawnchair or blanket

We will watch new Veggie Tales movies
& more!

9

Kidzpraise Sunday

Sunday, Nov. 6 at 9:00 am

" Meetin Mr. Akers room
Praise & worship time, crafts, games &
snacks!
Kidzpraise Sunday will be the first
Sunday of each month!
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(Continued from page 4)

message. Let’s evaluate the clothes of the
church and the body of Christ to see
whom we are reaching and whom we
leave on our doorstep. It starts by ac-
knowledging that new clothes might be
needed. Then, we need to step out on
faith, try on some new clothes, and un-
derstand that these new clothes will not
harm us. Indeed, they might help us to
achieve agreater mission than ourselves.
Once we can get into anew pair of jeans,
then and only then can we fully appreci-
ate what they can and will do for us.
Let'stalk.

Friday, November 11
Time: TBA

Child care will be provided while parents
enjoy agreat evening on the youth. Y ou will
share a delicious spaghetti dinner with live
Jazz music. Best of al, you can buy your
Thanksgiving dessert, baked by the youth at
the auction following dinner.

Help the youth raise money

for Winter Y outh...and enjoy

agreat night out.

L 4

Kidzpraise Sunday
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Thisyear, the Women’s Christ- If you have not signed up to be a hostess yet, see
mas Dessert Night will be held Chrystel Mellmer or Tracy Early about signing up to-
on Friday, December 2, at 6:45  day!
pm. Please be praying about
how you can participate in this Ticketswill be on salein Tucker Hall until sold-
evening. out. Remember, the more hostesses we have, the more
tables we are able to have.
Our goal isto bring honor and
glory to God our Father in al that we do. We are If you plan on attending, please take time to pray for
praying that thiswill be an evening of turning the evening that hearts will be turned toward God.
hearts to the Lord in worship and praise for His
great work of sending His Son to the earth for us.

Our theme will be The True Joy of Christmas. This
isawonderful timeto reach out to friends, family,
and co-workers that need hope, joy, peace, and love
at thistime of year.

We will have aguest singer named Bonnie Knopff
sharing her musical talents with us, and our very
talented Paula Irvine and staff preparing the des-
serts.



